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See you at the 

Cigar Lounge 

Fri, Mar 22, 2024 

9-11 pm 

 

PTX Cigars - MAJ Ace Jamieson 

 

Outside Prefunction 2 

WHAT TO WEAR 
 

Welcome Party Attire – We all 
have a lucky shirt, right? You know 
that one shirt that we always seem 
to be wearing when things go well. 
It’s unexplainable the way things 
just seem to work out your way 
when you’re wearing it. Wear it to 
the NGAT Casino & Karaoke  
Welcome Party. 
 
 
NGAT Annual Meeting/General 
Session – Business Casual 
 
 
NGAT Banquet – It’s a jungle out 
there so wear your Animal Prints or 
Jungle Chic attire. The wilder the 
better. It’s a relaxed attire for the 
Awards Banquet this year. A dance 
will follow. 
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National Guard Association of Texas 

MESSAGE FROM THE NGAT PRESIDENT 
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Welcome to the 65th Annual NGAT Conference! We're thrilled to welcome you to an 
exciting weekend filled with informative updates, engaging activities, and a chance to  
connect with fellow members. We deeply appreciate your continued support of the National 
Guard Association of Texas. 
 
Unwind and Enjoy the Kalahari Experience: Make the most of your stay at the Kalahari 
Resort – all conference events, except the Golf Tournament and Fun Run, will be held  
conveniently within the Kalahari Convention Center. 

Don’t Miss These Special Events: 
 
     * Golf Tournament: Support the NGAT Educational Foundation by participating in the  
        annual tournament at Forest Creek Golf Club. 
  
     * 5K Fun Run/Walk: Get active at Old Settlers Park near the Kalahari. 
  
     * Wine Tasting: Savor exquisite wines at Sortino's Vinoteca Wine Lounge within the resort. 
 
     * Free License to Carry Certification Class: Take advantage of this valuable learning opportunity. 
 
Get Ready to Mingle and Celebrate: 
 
     * Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: Join us on Friday at 1:00 PM as we welcome our esteemed Corporate  
        Partners and celebrate their contributions. 
 
     * Exhibitor Reception: Mingle with exhibitors and discover their offerings at the "No Host Reception" on Friday,      
        2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, featuring complimentary draft beer. 
 
     * NGAT Silent Auction: Bid on exciting items like getaways, entertainment tickets, and more! All  
        proceeds benefit the Texas National Guard Foundation. Bidding closes Saturday, 2:30 pm. 
 
     * Company Grade & Junior Enlisted Mixer: Meet with the movers and shakers within the Texas  
        Military Department and get to know your fellow Association members. 
 
     * Casino Nights & Karaoke Welcome Party: Enjoy a lively evening filled with delicious food, casino games,   
        karaoke fun, and a cigar bar. The party starts at 7:00 pm and ends at 10:00 pm on Friday. Wear your lucky shirt to     
        win prizes at the end of the event. 
 
Stay Informed and Engaged: 
 
     * NGAT Resolutions Update: Join the NGAT Resolutions Committee to learn the resolutions process in  
        conjunction with how NGAT Government Affairs supports our Texas Guardsmen and hear the resolutions that  
        will be presented and discussed at the annual meeting Saturday morning.   
     
     * Annual Meeting: Delegates, your presence is crucial at the Association Annual Meeting on Saturday morning.   
        Get to know what your Association is doing for you. 
 
     * General Session: Join us for informative presentations from our guest speakers, Governor Greg Abbott and Senior   
        Enlisted Advisor Tony L. Whitehead. We will also announce the NGAT Educational Foundation scholarship  
        winners and receive updates from the Texas Military Department. Enjoy coffee and breakfast snacks with our 
        Corporate Partners before the session. 
 
     * Awards Banquet: Celebrate the achievements of fellow NGAT members and event winners at the banquet on   
        Saturday night. Cap off the evening with dancing and merriment. Don’t forget the attire is Safari Chic.  
 
     * Prayer Breakfast: Conclude the conference on a reflective note with a prayer service led by (CH) MAJ Milton    
        Gutierrez of the 176th Engineer Brigade. 
 
Join us for the Conference After Action Review following the prayer breakfast! This session offers valuable  
insights into the conference and helps us make needed improvements for the future.  
 
Your continued support of our association is deeply appreciated. We look forward to sharing the positive progress 
we've made in improving our services for everyone. On behalf of the NGAT Board of Directors, we hope that you have 
an enjoyable and productive time as you take in all our conference has to offer. 
 
 
SFC Mireya Cruz 
NGAT President 
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*** Texas Military Department  

         “Hall of Honor Recipient” 

 

For a complete list of winners to  

include those that are deceased 

please visit our website at  

https://ngat.org/awards-program/ 

Year  Recipients    Service 

2023  CSM (Ret) Jeffrey Merrill                                      ARNG 

2022  CCMSgt (Ret) Priscilla Leger                                 ANG 

2021  SFC Mireya Cruz     ARNG 

2020  SMSgt Michael Wolff    ANG  

2019  LTC Kenn White     ARNG 

2018  Lt Col Kurt Leslie     ANG 

2017  CMSgt (Ret) William Maginot (2nd Awd) ***   ANG 

2016  CMSgt Charles Chavers    ANG 

2015  LTC Justin Perryman    ARNG 

2014  MG (Ret) Darren Owens    ARNG 

2013  COL (Ret) Francisco Zuniga    ARNG 

2012  LTC Michele Voorhees    ARNG 

2011  Col Tony West     ANG 

2010  BG James K. “Red” Brown    ARNG 

           COL (Ret) Cindy Smith    ARNG 

2009  MG (TX) (Ret) Jerry Icenhower ***   ARNG 

           MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga ***   ARNG 

2008  Brig Gen Allen Dehnert    ANG 

           COL (Ret) Rodney McNelley    ARNG 

2007  LTG (Ret) Don O. Daniel ***    ARNG 

2006  CMSgt (Ret) William Maginot ***   ANG 

           CSM (Ret) Don Strickland    ARNG 

2005  SGM Elmo Carreon     ARNG 

2004  COL (Ret) Larry N. Patterson    ARNG 

           COL (Ret) Garry D. Patterson    ARNG 

2003  COL Michael L. Boyd    ARNG 

2002  CSM (Ret) E. Lewis Boehm, Jr.    ARNG 

2001  MG Robert L. Halverson ***    ARNG 

1999  Col Gary R. Walston    ANG 

1997  MSgt Deritha M. Ceaser    ANG 

1995  COL (Ret) David Counts    ARNG 

           CMSgt (Ret) David A. Holder    ANG 

1994  CMSgt (Ret) Donald L. Smithers ***   ANG 

1992  Lt Col Susan L. Bickelmann   ANG 

1991  1SG (Ret) Oscar G. Adame   ARNG 

           SFC (Ret) David N. Cuellar   ARNG 

1989  CW4 James R. Harrison   ARNG 

           Maj Gen (Ret) Robert W. McDonald ***   ANG 

           Maj Gen Bobby W. Hodges ***   ANG 

1987  MAJ Edmond S. Komandosky   ARNG 

1986  CMSgt Oren W. McClure ***   ANG 

1985  CSM Bill S. Abernathy ***   ARNG 

1983  CSM John H. Henry    ARNG 

1982  CSM Richard M. Sutherland    ARNG 

1981  Lt Col Robert H. Harmon    ANG 

WELCOME TO ROUND ROCK. 
When it comes to balancing sports,  
family, community and fun, Round Rock 
knocks it out of the park. 
 
Located just 15 miles north of Austin, 
Round Rock holds the distinct title of 
“Sports Capital of Texas” for amateur, 
youth, and recreational sports. They are 
well-equipped with exceptional sports 
facilities, like the brand new Round Rock 
Multipurpose Complex and Round Rock 
Sports Center, to accommodate every 
indoor and outdoor sport. 
 

Off the field, Round Rock champions a well-rounded visitor experience for the whole 
family. Specialty retail stores like IKEA, Bass Pro Shops and the Round Rock  
Premium Outlets, delicious restaurants, outdoor adventures and numerous lodging 
options make Round Rock a destination you won’t want to miss. 
 
While in Round Rock check out the Kalahari Resort & Conventions. It is a full  
service vacation destinations including meeting & convention facilities that  
combine America’s largest indoor Waterparks with the magic of Africa. Kalahari  
Resorts & Conventions' innovative Waterparks, 
family entertainment centers, luxury spas,  
adventurous restaurants, and convention centers 
deliver beyond expectations, all under one roof. 
Whether you’re 3, 83 or anything in-between, they 
have something for everyone.  
 
Be sure to come back and visit the Dell Diamond 
baseball stadium. It opened in 2000 and has a  
capacity of 11,631. It serves as the home stadium 
to the Round Rock Express, the Triple-A Minor 
League Baseball affiliate of the Texas Rangers.  
 
Discover the timeless tale of the outlaw Sam Bass, 
and rival lawman A.W. Grimes, and make sure to 
take a walk by our namesake round rock for a selfie-worthy scene rooted in cattle 
drives of days past, all while treating yourself to a world-famous Round Rock Donut.  
ENJOY YOUR STAY!!!! 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Minuteman Recipients 

https://roundrockmpc.com/
https://roundrockmpc.com/
https://rrsportscenter.com/
https://rrsportscenter.com/
https://goroundrock.com/attractions/ikea/
https://goroundrock.com/attractions/bass-pro-shops/
https://goroundrock.com/attractions/round-rock-premium-outlets/
https://goroundrock.com/attractions/round-rock-premium-outlets/
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65th Annual NGAT Conference 

Schedule of Events 

 Friday, March 22, 2024 

0730 - 1400     NGAT Educational Foundation Golf Tournament 

                           Forest Creek Golf Club – Off Property 

0730 - 0900     Fun Run 

                          Old Settlers Park – Off Property 

0800 - 1200     Texas License to Carry Certification 

                          Kilimanjaro Suite 7 

0800 - 1800     Registration & Dinner Seating 

                          Prefunction 7 

1230 - 1400     Wine Tasting 

                          Sortino’s Vinoteca Wine Lounge  

1300 - 1700     Exhibit Ribbon Cutting/Exhibit Hall Open 

       Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1300 - 1700     Silent Auction 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1330 - 1500    Resolutions Committee Meeting 

                         Kilimanjaro Suite 4 

1400 - 1500     Advisory Council Meeting 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 8 

1400 - 1600     No Host Reception with Exhibitors *Complimentary Draft Beer 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6  

1730 - 1900     Company Grade Officers/Junior Enlisted Mixer 

                          Redd’s Piano Bar & Lounge 

1900 - 2200     Welcome Party – Casino & Karaoke 

                          *Complimentary Draft Beer 

                           Kalahari Ballroom 

2100 - 2300     Cigar Lounge (Bayano Cigars – MAJ Ace Jamieson) 

                          Outside of Prefunction 2 
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1200 - 1500     NGAT Committee Meetings 

        Bamboo 

1200 - 1700     Registration & Dinner Seating 

        Prefunction 7 

1500 - 1700     NGAT Board Meeting 

        Banyan 

 1730 - 1900    Corporate Partner Reception 

        Acacia 

 Thursday, March 21, 2024 
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Saturday, March 23, 2024 

0700 - 1500     Registration & Dinner Seating 

                          Prefunction 7 

0800 - 0930     NGAT Annual Meeting 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

0830 - 1430     Silent Auction – Auction Closes at 1430  

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

0830 - 1500     Exhibits Hall Open 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

0930 - 1030     Coffee with Exhibitors 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1030 - 1145     NGAT General Session (Governor Greg Abbott/SEA Tony Whitehead) 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1145 - 1300     Lunch with Exhibitors 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1145 - 1300    Spouse Luncheon (Magician Frank Anthony Greer) 

                          Acacia 

1145 - 1300    Retiree Luncheon 

                          Bamboo 

1300 - 1350     Army Breakout (BG Monie Ulis) 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1400 - 1450     Air Breakout (Brig Gen Andrew Camacho) 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1400 - 1450     Army O3/O4 Breakout Session 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 7 

1500 - 1600     Breakout Sessions 

                          “Resume Writing” – John Lewis 

                           Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 8 

                          “Investigation” – O’Connell West, PLLC 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 9 

1800 - 1900     President’s Reception (BY INVITATION ONLY)  

                          Zambezi 

1800 - 1900     No-Host Reception 

                          Prefunction 2 

1900 - 1915     Move into Ballroom for Dinner 

1915 - 2200     Awards Banquet & Dance 

                          Kalahari Ballroom Salon E 

 

Sunday, March 24, 2024 

0800 - 0900  Prayer Breakfast  

                        MAJ (CH) Milton Gutierrez) 

                        Acacia 

0915 - 1015   Conference AAR  

                 *open to conference attendees                     

                        Acacia 

The Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United States 
(EANGUS) was formally organized in 1972 with the goal of increasing 
the voice of enlisted persons in the National Guard. As such, EANGUS 
is a non-profit organization dedicated to the principles of providing an 
adequate national defense and promoting the status, welfare, and 
professionalism of the men and women of the Army and Air National 
Guard by supporting legislation that provides adequate staffing, pay, 
benefits, entitlements, equipment, and installations for the 
National Guard. 

Enlisted Association of the 

National Guard  

of the United States (EANGUS) 

Join Us at the  

EANGUS Conference 

August 18-21, 2024 

Detroit, MI 

Annual Membership 

Join NGAT & EANGUS   E1-E6  $15.00 per year 

                                          E7-E9  $20.00 per year 

Annual Membership for NGAT Life Members all ranks $13.00 per year 

EANGUS Life Membership all ranks $130.00 one time payment 

Payment options available on the NGAT website 

https://ngat.org/join-eangus/ 

 

EANGUS MEMBERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ELIBIBLE TO 

APPLY FOR EANGUS SCHOLARSHIPS AT 

https://eangus.org/scholarship-information/ 
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National Guard Association  

of the United States (NGAUS) 

When you join the National Guard Association of the United 
States (NGAUS), you add your voice to thousands of others 
who understand the role of the National Guard in the nation’s 
security and want to enhance its capabilities to perform that vital mission at 
home and overseas. Annual and Life memberships are available to all active, 
separated and retired commissioned and warrant officers of the National 
Guard.  Payment plans are also available on the NGAT website. 

NGAUS Annual Membership 
O1, O2, O3, WO1, CW2, CW3 
$40.00 per year 

O4, O5, O6, CW4, CW5 
$80.00 per year 

O7, O8, O9, O10 
$130.00 per year 
 
Life Membership 

Currently Serving Guard Officers 
$1000 (one time payment)  
Payment options available 

Retired Guard Officers 
Life Membership 
$125 (one time payment) 

31 

https://ngat.org/join-ngaus/ 

NGAUS Conference  

Aug 23-26, 2024 

Detroit, MI 

Saturday, March 23, 2024 

Annual Meeting 

0800 - 0810  Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

President’s Welcome 

0810 - 0900  Committee Reports 

0900 - 0915  Swearing in New Officers/Directors  

0915 - 0930  Old/New Business 

   Open Floor 

0930   President’s Close 

0930 - 1030  Coffee Break with Exhibitors 

General Session 

1030 - 1032  President’s Welcome 

1032 - 1035  Welcome from Kalahari Resorts 

1035 - 1040  Welcome from Round Rock Mayor Craig Morgan 

1040 - 1055  Governor Greg Abbott  

1055 - 1110  SEA Tony Whitehead 

1110 - 1125  EANGUS/NGAUS Updates 

1125 - 1130  Corporate Partners Recognition 

1130 - 1135  NGATEF Scholarships Presentation 

1135 - 1140  Annual NGAT Conference 2024 

1140 - 1145  President’s Close 

Lunch Break 

1145 - 1300  Lunch with Exhibitors—Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 
                                                     Spouses Luncheon—Acacia 
                          Retirees Luncheon—Bamboo 

 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Annual Meeting & General Session 

https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=product&id=270
https://ngat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Current-Serving-Life.png
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=catalog&parent=26&pg=1
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=product&id=102
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Governor Greg Abbott was named “Best Governor 
in the Nation” in 2020. Governor Greg Abbott is 
building upon his record as a strong conservative 
leader who fights to preserve Texas values and 
ensure the Lone Star State remains the best place 
to live, work, and raise a family. 
 

Governor Abbott’s vision for an even stronger Texas of tomorrow is  
focused on creating more jobs and economic opportunity, educating the 
leaders of the next generation, protecting individual liberties, restoring 
parental rights in education, and securing the southern border in the face 
of federal inaction. 

Governor  

Greg Abbott 

GENERAL SESSION 

GUEST SPEAKERS 



28 
11 



12 27 

Frank Anthony Greer is a magician & 

mentalist with more than 30 years of  

experience performing for large venues 

and small gatherings. He has lived in  

San Antonio his whole life and loves how magic & mentalism  

allows guests to enjoy a shared experience which will  

remain with them for years to come.  

SPOUSES LUNCHEON—FRANK ANTHONY GREER 

Magician & Mentalist 

BREAKOUT SESSION SPEAKERS 

“Why is a Good Resume Important for Job Search”  
 
Sat, Mar 23, 2024 (3:00 to 4:00 pm) 
Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 9 
 
This breakout will provide participants with information on 
how to make an introduction to employers, present their  
qualifications, and secure an interview. Educate participants  
on the importance of writing a resume to present their  
experience, education, and skills in a standard format that is 
easily understood by employers/recruiters. Provide  
participants with an understanding of the common and  
not-so-common resume mistakes on resumes.  

LTC (Ret) John R. Lewis 

"Protecting Your Rights and the Rights of Others During  
Investigations and Adverse Personnel Actions” 
 
Sat, Mar 23, 2024 (3:00 to 4:00 pm)   
Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 8 
 
What Soldiers and Airmen need to know when confronted with  
allegations of misconduct, and how leaders can support/protect the 
Soldier's/Airman's rights in investigating or conducting adverse  
actions against  Soldier/Airman. In today's operating environment, a 
raw allegation can derail your career and destroy your reputation. 
Learn how to protect your rights and possibly save your career. This 
presentation will also be invaluable for leaders responsible for super-
vising investigations and administering military justice to ensure you 
preserve the rights of the Soldiers/Airmen under investigation/ under-
going administrative action. Participants will gain critical insight into all the common  
mistakes appointed investigators make and how Soldiers/Airmen Constitutional Rights are 
often disregarded to the detriment of everyone.  

Wesley West (left) 

Doug O’Connell (right) 

O’Connell West, PLLC 

NGAT RESOLUTIONS UPDATE 
 

Join the NGAT Resolutions Committee to 
learn the resolutions process in  

conjunction with how NGAT Government 
Affairs supports our Texas Guardsmen.  
Learn about the resolutions that will be 

presented and discussed at the  
Annual Meeting Saturday Morning. 

Dream 

Big 

Set 

goals 

Take 

action 

Fri, Mar 22, 2024         1330 to 1500 

Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 8 

 

Stop by and introduce yourself and visit with 

NGAT’s legislative  

lobbyist during the  

NGAT Conference at the  

NGAT LEGISLATIVE CORNOR 

Booth #415.  

Texas Star Alliance is the registered  

lobbyists for NGAT. 
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Thank you to all who have donated items 

for the Silent Auction 

Amazon 
Ann Steinhauser 
Austin Flag and Flagpole 
Austin Zoo 
AutoZone 
Cabo Bob's 
Cameron Park Zoological & 
Botanical Society, Inc. 
Debi Steinhauser 
Devil River Whiskey 
Drury Hotels 
Fiesta Winery 
Fort Worth Zoo 
Friend of NGAT 
Greenlawn Dental 
Harbor Freight 
HEB 

Houston Astros 
In-N-Out Burger 
Joe's Bakery & Coffee Shop 
Kelly & Company 
Landry's  
Lone Star Riverboat 
Messina Hof 
NGAT 
Oakley 
Taco Cabana 
The Dentist - Bastrop 
Round Rock Express 
Sea World San Antonio 
Singing Women of Texas 
Texas Rangers Baseball 
The Rowing Dock 
Top Golf 

Total Wine and More 
Traders Village 
Typhoon Texas 
USS Lexington Museum 
Walmart 
WWE 
Zilker Botanical Garden 
CSM (Ret) Donna Balderston 
CPO (Ret) Henry Billeck 
MSG (Ret) Billeck-Zuniga 
CSM (Ret) James Dula 
CW4 (Ret) Terri Marshall 
SMSgt (Ret) Richard Newby 
COL (Ret) Frank Zuniga 
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Platinum 

Strongwatch 

University of Texas at Austin 

Extended Campus 

 

Gold
AFBA 

ESS 

LiteFighter Systems, LLC 

Mesa Natural Solutions 

PM-ProLearn 

Rapid Deployable Systems 

 
 

Silver
ADS, Inc

American Military University 

DripDrop Hydration 

O’Connell West PLLC 

Southern New Hampshire University 

Texas State Technical College 

USAA 

ZUMRO 

 

Bronze 

BAE Systems, LLC 

Blue Cross & Blue Shield 

Colorado Technical University 

Cyalume Technologies 

Galls 

Knight Aerospace 

Patriot Taxiway Industries 

Robertson Fuel Systems 

Roger 

Rolls-Royce 

TacMed Solutions 

Vita Inclinata 

Corporate Sponsor 

A-Lert Roof Systems 

DC-MATIC 

First Command Financial Services 

First Light USA 

Flexdecks, Inc 

HDT Global 

HiViz Shooting Sights 

Hoplites Military Solutions 

InstaPrivy, LLC 

Itouch 

Kel-Lac Tactical Outdoor 

Ken’s Shop  

Laser Shot 

LDZ, Inc 

Lincoln Technical Institute 

Mesa Natural Solutions 

Myhy, LLC 

Oakley 

Phantom Products 

Pond & Company 

Revision Military 

Stryker 

Thomas Edison State University 

Trident System, LLC 

Tutor.com 

XFS Global 

Thank You to Our  

CORPORATE PARTNERS 
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AUCTION RULES 
• Use the Silent Auction Bid Sheets to bid on all auction items. 

• Make sure to bid using the specified dollar increments posted on the bid sheet. 

• Print your first and last name clearly with a point of contact phone number. 

• Silent Auction bidding will close at 2:30 pm on Saturday, Mar 23. 

• Silent Auction results will be posted promptly after the auction closes. 

• Winning bidders must be present to claim and pick-up their purchase  

prior to 3:30 pm on Saturday afternoon. 

• NGAT is not responsible for unclaimed auction items.  Unclaimed auction 

items will be offered to the next highest bidder. 

• All sales are final.  NGAT is not responsible for lost items or certificates after 

the auction. Lost certificates can not be replaced. 

• To check on your NGAT auction items, call 979-249-6434 or  

512-983-7268. 

The following forms of payment will be accepted for the  

NGAT Silent Auction: 

Benefitting the Texas National Guard Foundation Non-Profit  
Columbia College 

Defense Commissary Agency 

Employer Support of the Guard & Reserve 

(ESGR) 

Grand Canyon University 

Helmets to Hardhats 

Indiana Tech 

Purdue University Global 

The Exchange 

VET-COM.ORG 

Waldorf University 

Coffee Break Sponsors 

DripDrop Hydration 

RBFCU 

University of Texas at Austin 

Extended Campus 

 

Patriot Sponsor 

Benefit Briefing Solutions 

Welcome Party Sponsors 
ADS, Inc 

AFBA 

American Military University 

DripDrop Hydration 

ESS 

LiteFighter Systems, LLC 

Mesa Natural Solutions 

PM-ProLearn 

Rapid Deployable Systems 

Southern New Hampshire University 

Strongwatch 

Texas State Technical College 

USAA 

ZUMRO 

 

Non-Profit Sponsors & 

Other Event Sponsors 

 Revitalize NGAT  
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Convention  

Center Layout 
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National Guard Association of Texas 

STAFF 

*CW4 (Ret) 

Leonard T. Tallas 

1959—1986 

*CW4 (Ret) 

Lewis O. King 

1986—1994 

*COL (Ret) 

Dale M. Pyeatt 

1994-2005 

LTC (Ret) 

Ray Lindner 

2005—2016 

LTC (Ret) 

Marvin Harris 

2017 - Present 

MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-

Zuniga 

Deputy Executive Director 

Membership Director 

17 Years at NGAT 

tbz@ngat.org 

 

LTC (Ret) Marvin Harris 

Executive Director 

7 Years at NGAT 

mharris@ngat.org 

CW4 (Ret) Terri Marshall 

Insurance Administrator 

Corporate Programs Manager 

5 Years at NGAT 

tmarshall@ngat.org 

CPT Adrienne Williams 

Administrative Assistant 

Almost 3 Years at NGAT 

awilliams@ngat.org 

* Deceased 

NGAT Executive Directors 
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National Guard Association of Texas 

NGAT PAST PRESIDENTS 

    Year      President                 Service 

2021-2023 MAJ Christopher McKeag              ARNG 

2019-2021  CMSgt (Ret) Priscilla Leger ANG 

2016-2019  LTC Kenn White  ARNG 

2015-2016  COL Daniel Quick  ARNG 

2013-2015  CMSgt Charles Chavers ANG 

2011-2013  MAJ Justin Perryman  ARNG 

2009-2011  LTC Michele Voorhees-Little ARNG 

2007-2009  CSM (Ret) Jeffrey Merrill ARNG 

2006-2007  MSG Theresa M. Billeck-Zuniga ARNG 

2005-2006  LTC Mario Alayon  ARNG 

2004-2005  MAJ Monie Ulis  ARNG 

2003-2004  LTC William L. “Len” Smith ARNG 

2002-2003  MSgt Jim DiGiovanni  ANG 

2001-2002  CSM Garry Worrell  ARNG 

2000-2001  LTC James K. “Red” Brown ARNG 

1999-2000  COL John Braun  ARNG 

1998-1999  CMSgt William Maginot ANG 

1997-1998  LTC Susan Bickelmann ARNG 

1996-1997  LTC Michael L. Boyd  ARNG 

1995-1996  COL B. Leroy Sisco  ARNG 

1994-1995  Col Thomas Shellshear * ANG 

1993-1994  COL Rodney McNelley ARNG 

1992-1993  CSM Don Steelhammer * ARNG 

1991-1992  MAJ C. Terry Granade ARNG 

1990-1991  CSM Mikeal L. Graham * ARNG 

1989-1990  Col Gary R. Walston  ANG 

1988-1989  COL Garry D. Patterson ARNG 

1987-1988  Lt Col John W. Cook  ANG 

1986-1987  LTC Glenn C. Meadows * ARNG 

    Year      President                 Service 

1985-1986  COL Walter J. Dingler * ARNG 

1984-1985  Lt Col Jack E. Davenport * ANG 

1983-1984  CSM Billie S. Abernathy ARNG 

1982-1983  CMSgt Francis M. Arnold * ANG 

1981-1982  MAJ Edmond S. Komandosky ARNG 

1980-1981  MAJ Dale M. Pyeatt *  ARNG 

1979-1980  MAJ Richard E. Harrison* ARNG 

1978-1979  Col Robert D. Goodman * ANG 

1977-1978  MAJ Bennie C. Adair  ARNG 

1976-1977  COL James B. McGoodwin * ARNG 

1975-1976  CSM James H. Merritt * ARNG 

1974-1975  Maj Rufus B. Martin * ANG 

1973-1974  COL Jack Fisher *  ARNG 

1972-1973  LTC Guy C. Jackson III * ARNG 

1971-1972  CSM William M. Huggins * ARNG 

1970-1971  MG Everett S. Simpson * ARNG 

1969-1970  LTC George R. Harper * ARNG 

1968-1969  Lt Col Louis A. Howard * ANG 

1967-1968  Lt Col Louis A. Holder * ANG 

1966-1967  LTC Mickey Francis *  ARNG 

1965-1966  Maj Clayborne Kruckemeyer * ANG 

1964-1965  LTC Vernon M. Scofield * ARNG 

1963-1964  LTC William L. Seals *  ARNG 

1962-1963  Maj James M. Rose *  ANG 

1961-1962  COL Kay Halsell II *  ARNG 

1960-1961  COL Thomas S. Bishop * ARNG 

1959-1960  BG Harley B. West *  ARNG 

*  Deceased 

 

Win prizes at the end of the night! 

Don’t forget to visit the photo booth. 
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SFC Mireya Cruz 

President 

SGM Gerald Lorance 

Army Rec & Ret 

Vice-President 

CPT Jolene Hinojosa 

HQ, Joint Forces 

Secretary 

LTC (Ret) Marvin Harris 

Executive Director 

Ex-Officio Member 

SGM Amanda Roberts 

HQ, TXARNG 

CPT Wesley Hall 

56th IBCT 

SSG Julie Perez 

71st EMIB 

COL Andrew Wenzel 

71st Troop Command 

COL (Ret) Paul Cerniauskas 

President-Elect 
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National Guard Association of Texas 
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SFC Tielow-Taneesha 
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SMSgt (Ret)  
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MSgt Angela Matthews 
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SGM Salvador Flores 
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72nd IBCT 

MAJ Craig Neeley 

36th CAB 

1SG Justin Meyers 

176th Engr Bde 

CPT Max Puckett 

136th MEB 

CSM (Ret) Donna Balderston 

Retired Rep 

MSgt Graydon Phillips 

136th AW 

Capt Keith Cook 

149th FW 

SFC Michelle Auyer 

36th Sust Bde 

MSG (Ret) Brandon Horta 

Retired Rep 

Maria Daniels 

Family Readiness Rep 

Rev italize NGA T  



19 

SFC Mireya Cruz 

President 

SGM Gerald Lorance 

Army Rec & Ret 

Vice-President 

CPT Jolene Hinojosa 

HQ, Joint Forces 

Secretary 

LTC (Ret) Marvin Harris 

Executive Director 

Ex-Officio Member 

SGM Amanda Roberts 

HQ, TXARNG 

CPT Wesley Hall 

56th IBCT 

SSG Julie Perez 

71st EMIB 

COL Andrew Wenzel 

71st Troop Command 

COL (Ret) Paul Cerniauskas 

President-Elect 

Treasurer 

National Guard Association of Texas 

NGAT BOARD OF DIRECTOR 

National Guard Association of Texas 

NGAT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SFC Tielow-Taneesha 

Henson 

At Large 

SMSgt (Ret)  

Richard Newby 

At Large 

20 

MSgt Angela Matthews 

147th ATKW 

COL (Ret) Oliver Mintz 

Retired Rep 

SGM Salvador Flores 

HQ, 36th ID 

LTC John Robinson 

72nd IBCT 

MAJ Craig Neeley 

36th CAB 

1SG Justin Meyers 

176th Engr Bde 

CPT Max Puckett 

136th MEB 

CSM (Ret) Donna Balderston 

Retired Rep 

MSgt Graydon Phillips 

136th AW 

Capt Keith Cook 

149th FW 

SFC Michelle Auyer 

36th Sust Bde 

MSG (Ret) Brandon Horta 

Retired Rep 

Maria Daniels 

Family Readiness Rep 

Rev italize NGA T  



18 21 



17 22 

National Guard Association of Texas 

NGAT PAST PRESIDENTS 

    Year      President                 Service 

2021-2023 MAJ Christopher McKeag              ARNG 

2019-2021  CMSgt (Ret) Priscilla Leger ANG 

2016-2019  LTC Kenn White  ARNG 

2015-2016  COL Daniel Quick  ARNG 

2013-2015  CMSgt Charles Chavers ANG 

2011-2013  MAJ Justin Perryman  ARNG 

2009-2011  LTC Michele Voorhees-Little ARNG 

2007-2009  CSM (Ret) Jeffrey Merrill ARNG 

2006-2007  MSG Theresa M. Billeck-Zuniga ARNG 

2005-2006  LTC Mario Alayon  ARNG 

2004-2005  MAJ Monie Ulis  ARNG 

2003-2004  LTC William L. “Len” Smith ARNG 

2002-2003  MSgt Jim DiGiovanni  ANG 

2001-2002  CSM Garry Worrell  ARNG 

2000-2001  LTC James K. “Red” Brown ARNG 

1999-2000  COL John Braun  ARNG 

1998-1999  CMSgt William Maginot ANG 

1997-1998  LTC Susan Bickelmann ARNG 

1996-1997  LTC Michael L. Boyd  ARNG 

1995-1996  COL B. Leroy Sisco  ARNG 

1994-1995  Col Thomas Shellshear * ANG 

1993-1994  COL Rodney McNelley ARNG 

1992-1993  CSM Don Steelhammer * ARNG 

1991-1992  MAJ C. Terry Granade ARNG 

1990-1991  CSM Mikeal L. Graham * ARNG 

1989-1990  Col Gary R. Walston  ANG 

1988-1989  COL Garry D. Patterson ARNG 

1987-1988  Lt Col John W. Cook  ANG 

1986-1987  LTC Glenn C. Meadows * ARNG 

    Year      President                 Service 

1985-1986  COL Walter J. Dingler * ARNG 

1984-1985  Lt Col Jack E. Davenport * ANG 
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1976-1977  COL James B. McGoodwin * ARNG 
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1974-1975  Maj Rufus B. Martin * ANG 

1973-1974  COL Jack Fisher *  ARNG 

1972-1973  LTC Guy C. Jackson III * ARNG 

1971-1972  CSM William M. Huggins * ARNG 

1970-1971  MG Everett S. Simpson * ARNG 

1969-1970  LTC George R. Harper * ARNG 

1968-1969  Lt Col Louis A. Howard * ANG 

1967-1968  Lt Col Louis A. Holder * ANG 

1966-1967  LTC Mickey Francis *  ARNG 

1965-1966  Maj Clayborne Kruckemeyer * ANG 
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1962-1963  Maj James M. Rose *  ANG 
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1960-1961  COL Thomas S. Bishop * ARNG 

1959-1960  BG Harley B. West *  ARNG 

*  Deceased 

 

Win prizes at the end of the night! 

Don’t forget to visit the photo booth. 
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National Guard Association of Texas 

STAFF 

*CW4 (Ret) 

Leonard T. Tallas 

1959—1986 

*CW4 (Ret) 

Lewis O. King 

1986—1994 

*COL (Ret) 

Dale M. Pyeatt 

1994-2005 

LTC (Ret) 

Ray Lindner 

2005—2016 

LTC (Ret) 

Marvin Harris 

2017 - Present 

MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-

Zuniga 

Deputy Executive Director 

Membership Director 

17 Years at NGAT 

tbz@ngat.org 

 

LTC (Ret) Marvin Harris 

Executive Director 

7 Years at NGAT 

mharris@ngat.org 

CW4 (Ret) Terri Marshall 

Insurance Administrator 

Corporate Programs Manager 

5 Years at NGAT 

tmarshall@ngat.org 

CPT Adrienne Williams 

Administrative Assistant 

Almost 3 Years at NGAT 

awilliams@ngat.org 

* Deceased 

NGAT Executive Directors 
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Center Layout 
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AUCTION RULES 
• Use the Silent Auction Bid Sheets to bid on all auction items. 

• Make sure to bid using the specified dollar increments posted on the bid sheet. 

• Print your first and last name clearly with a point of contact phone number. 

• Silent Auction bidding will close at 2:30 pm on Saturday, Mar 23. 

• Silent Auction results will be posted promptly after the auction closes. 

• Winning bidders must be present to claim and pick-up their purchase  

prior to 3:30 pm on Saturday afternoon. 

• NGAT is not responsible for unclaimed auction items.  Unclaimed auction 

items will be offered to the next highest bidder. 

• All sales are final.  NGAT is not responsible for lost items or certificates after 

the auction. Lost certificates can not be replaced. 

• To check on your NGAT auction items, call 979-249-6434 or  

512-983-7268. 

The following forms of payment will be accepted for the  

NGAT Silent Auction: 

Benefitting the Texas National Guard Foundation Non-Profit  
Columbia College 

Defense Commissary Agency 

Employer Support of the Guard & Reserve 

(ESGR) 

Grand Canyon University 

Helmets to Hardhats 

Indiana Tech 

Purdue University Global 

The Exchange 

VET-COM.ORG 

Waldorf University 

Coffee Break Sponsors 

DripDrop Hydration 

RBFCU 

University of Texas at Austin 

Extended Campus 

 

Patriot Sponsor 

Benefit Briefing Solutions 

Welcome Party Sponsors 
ADS, Inc 

AFBA 

American Military University 

DripDrop Hydration 

ESS 

LiteFighter Systems, LLC 

Mesa Natural Solutions 

PM-ProLearn 

Rapid Deployable Systems 

Southern New Hampshire University 

Strongwatch 

Texas State Technical College 

USAA 

ZUMRO 

 

Non-Profit Sponsors & 

Other Event Sponsors 

 Revitalize NGAT  
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Thank you to all who have donated items 

for the Silent Auction 

Amazon 
Ann Steinhauser 
Austin Flag and Flagpole 
Austin Zoo 
AutoZone 
Cabo Bob's 
Cameron Park Zoological & 
Botanical Society, Inc. 
Debi Steinhauser 
Devil River Whiskey 
Drury Hotels 
Fiesta Winery 
Fort Worth Zoo 
Friend of NGAT 
Greenlawn Dental 
Harbor Freight 
HEB 

Houston Astros 
In-N-Out Burger 
Joe's Bakery & Coffee Shop 
Kelly & Company 
Landry's  
Lone Star Riverboat 
Messina Hof 
NGAT 
Oakley 
Taco Cabana 
The Dentist - Bastrop 
Round Rock Express 
Sea World San Antonio 
Singing Women of Texas 
Texas Rangers Baseball 
The Rowing Dock 
Top Golf 

Total Wine and More 
Traders Village 
Typhoon Texas 
USS Lexington Museum 
Walmart 
WWE 
Zilker Botanical Garden 
CSM (Ret) Donna Balderston 
CPO (Ret) Henry Billeck 
MSG (Ret) Billeck-Zuniga 
CSM (Ret) James Dula 
CW4 (Ret) Terri Marshall 
SMSgt (Ret) Richard Newby 
COL (Ret) Frank Zuniga 

13 

Platinum 

Strongwatch 

University of Texas at Austin 

Extended Campus 

 

Gold
AFBA 

ESS 

LiteFighter Systems, LLC 

Mesa Natural Solutions 

PM-ProLearn 

Rapid Deployable Systems 

 
 

Silver
ADS, Inc

American Military University 

DripDrop Hydration 

O’Connell West PLLC 

Southern New Hampshire University 

Texas State Technical College 

USAA 

ZUMRO 

 

Bronze 

BAE Systems, LLC 

Blue Cross & Blue Shield 

Colorado Technical University 

Cyalume Technologies 

Galls 

Knight Aerospace 

Patriot Taxiway Industries 

Robertson Fuel Systems 

Roger 

Rolls-Royce 

TacMed Solutions 

Vita Inclinata 

Corporate Sponsor 

A-Lert Roof Systems 

DC-MATIC 

First Command Financial Services 

First Light USA 

Flexdecks, Inc 

HDT Global 

HiViz Shooting Sights 

Hoplites Military Solutions 

InstaPrivy, LLC 

Itouch 

Kel-Lac Tactical Outdoor 

Ken’s Shop  

Laser Shot 

LDZ, Inc 

Lincoln Technical Institute 

Mesa Natural Solutions 

Myhy, LLC 

Oakley 

Phantom Products 

Pond & Company 

Revision Military 

Stryker 

Thomas Edison State University 

Trident System, LLC 

Tutor.com 

XFS Global 

Thank You to Our  

CORPORATE PARTNERS 
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Frank Anthony Greer is a magician & 

mentalist with more than 30 years of  

experience performing for large venues 

and small gatherings. He has lived in  

San Antonio his whole life and loves how magic & mentalism  

allows guests to enjoy a shared experience which will  

remain with them for years to come.  

SPOUSES LUNCHEON—FRANK ANTHONY GREER 

Magician & Mentalist 

BREAKOUT SESSION SPEAKERS 

“Why is a Good Resume Important for Job Search”  
 
Sat, Mar 23, 2024 (3:00 to 4:00 pm) 
Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 9 
 
This breakout will provide participants with information on 
how to make an introduction to employers, present their  
qualifications, and secure an interview. Educate participants  
on the importance of writing a resume to present their  
experience, education, and skills in a standard format that is 
easily understood by employers/recruiters. Provide  
participants with an understanding of the common and  
not-so-common resume mistakes on resumes.  

LTC (Ret) John R. Lewis 

"Protecting Your Rights and the Rights of Others During  
Investigations and Adverse Personnel Actions” 
 
Sat, Mar 23, 2024 (3:00 to 4:00 pm)   
Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 8 
 
What Soldiers and Airmen need to know when confronted with  
allegations of misconduct, and how leaders can support/protect the 
Soldier's/Airman's rights in investigating or conducting adverse  
actions against  Soldier/Airman. In today's operating environment, a 
raw allegation can derail your career and destroy your reputation. 
Learn how to protect your rights and possibly save your career. This 
presentation will also be invaluable for leaders responsible for super-
vising investigations and administering military justice to ensure you 
preserve the rights of the Soldiers/Airmen under investigation/ under-
going administrative action. Participants will gain critical insight into all the common  
mistakes appointed investigators make and how Soldiers/Airmen Constitutional Rights are 
often disregarded to the detriment of everyone.  

Wesley West (left) 

Doug O’Connell (right) 

O’Connell West, PLLC 

NGAT RESOLUTIONS UPDATE 
 

Join the NGAT Resolutions Committee to 
learn the resolutions process in  

conjunction with how NGAT Government 
Affairs supports our Texas Guardsmen.  
Learn about the resolutions that will be 

presented and discussed at the  
Annual Meeting Saturday Morning. 

Dream 

Big 

Set 

goals 

Take 

action 

Fri, Mar 22, 2024         1330 to 1500 

Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 8 

 

Stop by and introduce yourself and visit with 

NGAT’s legislative  

lobbyist during the  

NGAT Conference at the  

NGAT LEGISLATIVE CORNOR 

Booth #415.  

Texas Star Alliance is the registered  

lobbyists for NGAT. 
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Governor Greg Abbott was named “Best Governor 
in the Nation” in 2020. Governor Greg Abbott is 
building upon his record as a strong conservative 
leader who fights to preserve Texas values and 
ensure the Lone Star State remains the best place 
to live, work, and raise a family. 
 

Governor Abbott’s vision for an even stronger Texas of tomorrow is  
focused on creating more jobs and economic opportunity, educating the 
leaders of the next generation, protecting individual liberties, restoring 
parental rights in education, and securing the southern border in the face 
of federal inaction. 

Governor  

Greg Abbott 

GENERAL SESSION 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
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National Guard Association  

of the United States (NGAUS) 

When you join the National Guard Association of the United 
States (NGAUS), you add your voice to thousands of others 
who understand the role of the National Guard in the nation’s 
security and want to enhance its capabilities to perform that vital mission at 
home and overseas. Annual and Life memberships are available to all active, 
separated and retired commissioned and warrant officers of the National 
Guard.  Payment plans are also available on the NGAT website. 

NGAUS Annual Membership 
O1, O2, O3, WO1, CW2, CW3 
$40.00 per year 

O4, O5, O6, CW4, CW5 
$80.00 per year 

O7, O8, O9, O10 
$130.00 per year 
 
Life Membership 

Currently Serving Guard Officers 
$1000 (one time payment)  
Payment options available 

Retired Guard Officers 
Life Membership 
$125 (one time payment) 

31 

https://ngat.org/join-ngaus/ 

NGAUS Conference  

Aug 23-26, 2024 

Detroit, MI 

Saturday, March 23, 2024 

Annual Meeting 

0800 - 0810  Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

President’s Welcome 

0810 - 0900  Committee Reports 

0900 - 0915  Swearing in New Officers/Directors  

0915 - 0930  Old/New Business 

   Open Floor 

0930   President’s Close 

0930 - 1030  Coffee Break with Exhibitors 

General Session 

1030 - 1032  President’s Welcome 

1032 - 1035  Welcome from Kalahari Resorts 

1035 - 1040  Welcome from Round Rock Mayor Craig Morgan 

1040 - 1055  Governor Greg Abbott  

1055 - 1110  SEA Tony Whitehead 

1110 - 1125  EANGUS/NGAUS Updates 

1125 - 1130  Corporate Partners Recognition 

1130 - 1135  NGATEF Scholarships Presentation 

1135 - 1140  Annual NGAT Conference 2024 

1140 - 1145  President’s Close 

Lunch Break 

1145 - 1300  Lunch with Exhibitors—Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 
                                                     Spouses Luncheon—Acacia 
                          Retirees Luncheon—Bamboo 

 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Annual Meeting & General Session 

https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=product&id=270
https://ngat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Current-Serving-Life.png
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=catalog&parent=26&pg=1
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=product&id=102
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65th Annual NGAT Conference 

Schedule of Events 

33 6 

Saturday, March 23, 2024 

0700 - 1500     Registration & Dinner Seating 

                          Prefunction 7 

0800 - 0930     NGAT Annual Meeting 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

0830 - 1430     Silent Auction – Auction Closes at 1430  

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

0830 - 1500     Exhibits Hall Open 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

0930 - 1030     Coffee with Exhibitors 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1030 - 1145     NGAT General Session (Governor Greg Abbott/SEA Tony Whitehead) 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1145 - 1300     Lunch with Exhibitors 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1145 - 1300    Spouse Luncheon (Magician Frank Anthony Greer) 

                          Acacia 

1145 - 1300    Retiree Luncheon 

                          Bamboo 

1300 - 1350     Army Breakout (BG Monie Ulis) 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1400 - 1450     Air Breakout (Brig Gen Andrew Camacho) 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1400 - 1450     Army O3/O4 Breakout Session 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 7 

1500 - 1600     Breakout Sessions 

                          “Resume Writing” – John Lewis 

                           Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 8 

                          “Investigation” – O’Connell West, PLLC 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suite 9 

1800 - 1900     President’s Reception (BY INVITATION ONLY)  

                          Zambezi 

1800 - 1900     No-Host Reception 

                          Prefunction 2 

1900 - 1915     Move into Ballroom for Dinner 

1915 - 2200     Awards Banquet & Dance 

                          Kalahari Ballroom Salon E 

 

Sunday, March 24, 2024 

0800 - 0900  Prayer Breakfast  

                        MAJ (CH) Milton Gutierrez) 

                        Acacia 

0915 - 1015   Conference AAR  

                 *open to conference attendees                     

                        Acacia 

The Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United States 
(EANGUS) was formally organized in 1972 with the goal of increasing 
the voice of enlisted persons in the National Guard. As such, EANGUS 
is a non-profit organization dedicated to the principles of providing an 
adequate national defense and promoting the status, welfare, and 
professionalism of the men and women of the Army and Air National 
Guard by supporting legislation that provides adequate staffing, pay, 
benefits, entitlements, equipment, and installations for the 
National Guard. 

Enlisted Association of the 

National Guard  

of the United States (EANGUS) 

Join Us at the  

EANGUS Conference 

August 18-21, 2024 

Detroit, MI 

Annual Membership 

Join NGAT & EANGUS   E1-E6  $15.00 per year 

                                          E7-E9  $20.00 per year 

Annual Membership for NGAT Life Members all ranks $13.00 per year 

EANGUS Life Membership all ranks $130.00 one time payment 

Payment options available on the NGAT website 

https://ngat.org/join-eangus/ 

 

EANGUS MEMBERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ELIBIBLE TO 

APPLY FOR EANGUS SCHOLARSHIPS AT 

https://eangus.org/scholarship-information/ 
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65th Annual NGAT Conference 

Schedule of Events 

 Friday, March 22, 2024 

0730 - 1400     NGAT Educational Foundation Golf Tournament 

                           Forest Creek Golf Club – Off Property 

0730 - 0900     Fun Run 

                          Old Settlers Park – Off Property 

0800 - 1200     Texas License to Carry Certification 

                          Kilimanjaro Suite 7 

0800 - 1800     Registration & Dinner Seating 

                          Prefunction 7 

1230 - 1400     Wine Tasting 

                          Sortino’s Vinoteca Wine Lounge  

1300 - 1700     Exhibit Ribbon Cutting/Exhibit Hall Open 

       Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1300 - 1700     Silent Auction 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6 

1330 - 1500    Resolutions Committee Meeting 

                         Kilimanjaro Suite 4 

1400 - 1500     Advisory Council Meeting 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 8 

1400 - 1600     No Host Reception with Exhibitors *Complimentary Draft Beer 

                          Kilimanjaro Ballroom Suites 5 & 6  

1730 - 1900     Company Grade Officers/Junior Enlisted Mixer 

                          Redd’s Piano Bar & Lounge 

1900 - 2200     Welcome Party – Casino & Karaoke 

                          *Complimentary Draft Beer 

                           Kalahari Ballroom 

2100 - 2300     Cigar Lounge (Bayano Cigars – MAJ Ace Jamieson) 

                          Outside of Prefunction 2 

5 

 

1200 - 1500     NGAT Committee Meetings 

        Bamboo 

1200 - 1700     Registration & Dinner Seating 

        Prefunction 7 

1500 - 1700     NGAT Board Meeting 

        Banyan 

 1730 - 1900    Corporate Partner Reception 

        Acacia 

 Thursday, March 21, 2024 
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WELCOME TO ROUND ROCK, TEXAS 

35 

 

*** Texas Military Department  

         “Hall of Honor Recipient” 

 

For a complete list of winners to  

include those that are deceased 

please visit our website at  

https://ngat.org/awards-program/ 

Year  Recipients    Service 

2023  CSM (Ret) Jeffrey Merrill                                      ARNG 

2022  CCMSgt (Ret) Priscilla Leger                                 ANG 

2021  SFC Mireya Cruz     ARNG 

2020  SMSgt Michael Wolff    ANG  

2019  LTC Kenn White     ARNG 

2018  Lt Col Kurt Leslie     ANG 

2017  CMSgt (Ret) William Maginot (2nd Awd) ***   ANG 

2016  CMSgt Charles Chavers    ANG 

2015  LTC Justin Perryman    ARNG 

2014  MG (Ret) Darren Owens    ARNG 

2013  COL (Ret) Francisco Zuniga    ARNG 

2012  LTC Michele Voorhees    ARNG 

2011  Col Tony West     ANG 

2010  BG James K. “Red” Brown    ARNG 

           COL (Ret) Cindy Smith    ARNG 

2009  MG (TX) (Ret) Jerry Icenhower ***   ARNG 

           MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga ***   ARNG 

2008  Brig Gen Allen Dehnert    ANG 

           COL (Ret) Rodney McNelley    ARNG 

2007  LTG (Ret) Don O. Daniel ***    ARNG 

2006  CMSgt (Ret) William Maginot ***   ANG 

           CSM (Ret) Don Strickland    ARNG 

2005  SGM Elmo Carreon     ARNG 

2004  COL (Ret) Larry N. Patterson    ARNG 

           COL (Ret) Garry D. Patterson    ARNG 

2003  COL Michael L. Boyd    ARNG 

2002  CSM (Ret) E. Lewis Boehm, Jr.    ARNG 

2001  MG Robert L. Halverson ***    ARNG 

1999  Col Gary R. Walston    ANG 

1997  MSgt Deritha M. Ceaser    ANG 

1995  COL (Ret) David Counts    ARNG 

           CMSgt (Ret) David A. Holder    ANG 

1994  CMSgt (Ret) Donald L. Smithers ***   ANG 

1992  Lt Col Susan L. Bickelmann   ANG 

1991  1SG (Ret) Oscar G. Adame   ARNG 

           SFC (Ret) David N. Cuellar   ARNG 

1989  CW4 James R. Harrison   ARNG 

           Maj Gen (Ret) Robert W. McDonald ***   ANG 

           Maj Gen Bobby W. Hodges ***   ANG 

1987  MAJ Edmond S. Komandosky   ARNG 

1986  CMSgt Oren W. McClure ***   ANG 

1985  CSM Bill S. Abernathy ***   ARNG 

1983  CSM John H. Henry    ARNG 

1982  CSM Richard M. Sutherland    ARNG 

1981  Lt Col Robert H. Harmon    ANG 

WELCOME TO ROUND ROCK. 
When it comes to balancing sports,  
family, community and fun, Round Rock 
knocks it out of the park. 
 
Located just 15 miles north of Austin, 
Round Rock holds the distinct title of 
“Sports Capital of Texas” for amateur, 
youth, and recreational sports. They are 
well-equipped with exceptional sports 
facilities, like the brand new Round Rock 
Multipurpose Complex and Round Rock 
Sports Center, to accommodate every 
indoor and outdoor sport. 
 

Off the field, Round Rock champions a well-rounded visitor experience for the whole 
family. Specialty retail stores like IKEA, Bass Pro Shops and the Round Rock  
Premium Outlets, delicious restaurants, outdoor adventures and numerous lodging 
options make Round Rock a destination you won’t want to miss. 
 
While in Round Rock check out the Kalahari Resort & Conventions. It is a full  
service vacation destinations including meeting & convention facilities that  
combine America’s largest indoor Waterparks with the magic of Africa. Kalahari  
Resorts & Conventions' innovative Waterparks, 
family entertainment centers, luxury spas,  
adventurous restaurants, and convention centers 
deliver beyond expectations, all under one roof. 
Whether you’re 3, 83 or anything in-between, they 
have something for everyone.  
 
Be sure to come back and visit the Dell Diamond 
baseball stadium. It opened in 2000 and has a  
capacity of 11,631. It serves as the home stadium 
to the Round Rock Express, the Triple-A Minor 
League Baseball affiliate of the Texas Rangers.  
 
Discover the timeless tale of the outlaw Sam Bass, 
and rival lawman A.W. Grimes, and make sure to 
take a walk by our namesake round rock for a selfie-worthy scene rooted in cattle 
drives of days past, all while treating yourself to a world-famous Round Rock Donut.  
ENJOY YOUR STAY!!!! 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Minuteman Recipients 

https://roundrockmpc.com/
https://roundrockmpc.com/
https://rrsportscenter.com/
https://rrsportscenter.com/
https://goroundrock.com/attractions/ikea/
https://goroundrock.com/attractions/bass-pro-shops/
https://goroundrock.com/attractions/round-rock-premium-outlets/
https://goroundrock.com/attractions/round-rock-premium-outlets/
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National Guard Association of Texas 
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Welcome to the 65th Annual NGAT Conference! We're thrilled to welcome you to an 
exciting weekend filled with informative updates, engaging activities, and a chance to  
connect with fellow members. We deeply appreciate your continued support of the National 
Guard Association of Texas. 
 
Unwind and Enjoy the Kalahari Experience: Make the most of your stay at the Kalahari 
Resort – all conference events, except the Golf Tournament and Fun Run, will be held  
conveniently within the Kalahari Convention Center. 

Don’t Miss These Special Events: 
 
     * Golf Tournament: Support the NGAT Educational Foundation by participating in the  
        annual tournament at Forest Creek Golf Club. 
  
     * 5K Fun Run/Walk: Get active at Old Settlers Park near the Kalahari. 
  
     * Wine Tasting: Savor exquisite wines at Sortino's Vinoteca Wine Lounge within the resort. 
 
     * Free License to Carry Certification Class: Take advantage of this valuable learning opportunity. 
 
Get Ready to Mingle and Celebrate: 
 
     * Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: Join us on Friday at 1:00 PM as we welcome our esteemed Corporate  
        Partners and celebrate their contributions. 
 
     * Exhibitor Reception: Mingle with exhibitors and discover their offerings at the "No Host Reception" on Friday,      
        2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, featuring complimentary draft beer. 
 
     * NGAT Silent Auction: Bid on exciting items like getaways, entertainment tickets, and more! All  
        proceeds benefit the Texas National Guard Foundation. Bidding closes Saturday, 2:30 pm. 
 
     * Company Grade & Junior Enlisted Mixer: Meet with the movers and shakers within the Texas  
        Military Department and get to know your fellow Association members. 
 
     * Casino Nights & Karaoke Welcome Party: Enjoy a lively evening filled with delicious food, casino games,   
        karaoke fun, and a cigar bar. The party starts at 7:00 pm and ends at 10:00 pm on Friday. Wear your lucky shirt to     
        win prizes at the end of the event. 
 
Stay Informed and Engaged: 
 
     * NGAT Resolutions Update: Join the NGAT Resolutions Committee to learn the resolutions process in  
        conjunction with how NGAT Government Affairs supports our Texas Guardsmen and hear the resolutions that  
        will be presented and discussed at the annual meeting Saturday morning.   
     
     * Annual Meeting: Delegates, your presence is crucial at the Association Annual Meeting on Saturday morning.   
        Get to know what your Association is doing for you. 
 
     * General Session: Join us for informative presentations from our guest speakers, Governor Greg Abbott and Senior   
        Enlisted Advisor Tony L. Whitehead. We will also announce the NGAT Educational Foundation scholarship  
        winners and receive updates from the Texas Military Department. Enjoy coffee and breakfast snacks with our 
        Corporate Partners before the session. 
 
     * Awards Banquet: Celebrate the achievements of fellow NGAT members and event winners at the banquet on   
        Saturday night. Cap off the evening with dancing and merriment. Don’t forget the attire is Safari Chic.  
 
     * Prayer Breakfast: Conclude the conference on a reflective note with a prayer service led by (CH) MAJ Milton    
        Gutierrez of the 176th Engineer Brigade. 
 
Join us for the Conference After Action Review following the prayer breakfast! This session offers valuable  
insights into the conference and helps us make needed improvements for the future.  
 
Your continued support of our association is deeply appreciated. We look forward to sharing the positive progress 
we've made in improving our services for everyone. On behalf of the NGAT Board of Directors, we hope that you have 
an enjoyable and productive time as you take in all our conference has to offer. 
 
 
SFC Mireya Cruz 
NGAT President 
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See you at the 

Cigar Lounge 

Fri, Mar 22, 2024 

9-11 pm 

 

PTX Cigars - MAJ Ace Jamieson 

 

Outside Prefunction 2 

WHAT TO WEAR 
 

Welcome Party Attire – We all 
have a lucky shirt, right? You know 
that one shirt that we always seem 
to be wearing when things go well. 
It’s unexplainable the way things 
just seem to work out your way 
when you’re wearing it. Wear it to 
the NGAT Casino & Karaoke  
Welcome Party. 
 
 
NGAT Annual Meeting/General 
Session – Business Casual 
 
 
NGAT Banquet – It’s a jungle out 
there so wear your Animal Prints or 
Jungle Chic attire. The wilder the 
better. It’s a relaxed attire for the 
Awards Banquet this year. A dance 
will follow. 
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