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68th Annual NGAT Conference 

February 25 - 28, 2027 

Corpus Christi, TX 

Join us next year for our  

68th Annual NGAT Conference in  

Corpus Christi, TX! Keep a look out for 

updates on our website at 

www.ngat.org/ngat-conference/ 

SSG (Ret) Kurtis Schneider 

Senior Business Development Account Manager 

 

kurtisschneider@rocketmortgage.com 

Phone: (810) 278-3716 

 

Booth 123 

The journey home starts with you. 

https://www.brokernearme.com/
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“Before the conversa ons begin and the connec ons take shape, the music 
brings us together.”  
 
On Friday from 1300 to 1600 the 36th ID Heart of Texas Brass Quintet will  
entertain us on the exhibit hall floor.  Then on Friday night come to the NGAT 
Welcome Party  where the 36th ID Rhythm & Boots Band will bring a soulful 
beats and smooth grooves that create an instant connec on on the dance floor. 
To learn more about the 36th Infantry Division Band visit www.lonestarband.org.  

NGAT PRESENTS MUSIC BY THE 36TH ID BAND 

http://www.lonestarband.org
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National Guard Association of Texas 

MESSAGE FROM THE NGAT PRESIDENT 
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Welcome to the 67th Annual NGAT Conference! We're thrilled to welcome you to an 
exciting weekend filled with informative updates, engaging activities, and a chance to  
connect with fellow members. We deeply appreciate your continued support of the National 
Guard Association of Texas. 

Don’t Miss These Special Events: 
 
     * Golf Tournament: Support the NGAT Educational Foundation by participating in the  
        annual tournament at Cottonwood Creek Golf Course. 
  
     * 5K Fun Run/Walk: Come enjoy a leisure run/walk alongside the Brazos River on 

Friday    morning. 
  
     * Wine Tasting: Delight your senses with savory wines paired with inspired bites at the Convention Center 
 
     * License to Carry Certification Class: Take advantage of this valuable learning opportunity. 
 
Get Ready to Mingle and Celebrate: 
 
     * Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: Join us on Friday at 1:00 PM as we welcome our esteemed Corporate  
        Partners and celebrate their contributions. 
 
     * Exhibitor Reception: Mingle with exhibitors and discover their offerings at the "No Host Reception" on Friday,      
        2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, featuring complimentary beer. 
 
     * NGAT Silent Auction: Bid on exciting items like getaways, entertainment tickets, and more! All  
        proceeds benefit the Texas National Guard Foundation. Bidding closes on Saturday at 2:45 pm.  
 
     * Welcome Party: Enjoy a lively evening filled with delicious food, beverage and dancing. Participate in the NGAT     
        Scavenger Hunt and meet our committee chairs during the event. 
 
Stay Informed and Engaged: 
 
     * NGAT Resolutions Update: Join the NGAT Resolutions Committee to learn the resolutions process in  
        conjunction with how NGAT Government Affairs supports our Texas Guardsmen and hear the resolutions that  
        will be presented and discussed at the annual meeting Saturday morning.   
     
     * Annual Meeting: Delegates, your presence is crucial at the Association Annual Meeting on Saturday morning.   
        Get to know what your Association is doing for you and vote on proposed bylaw amendments.  
 
     * General Session: Join us for informative presentations from our guest speakers, MG (Ret) Francis McGinn and   

BG Carrie Perez. We will also announce the NGAT Educational Foundation scholarship winners and receive  
updates rom the Texas Military Department. Enjoy coffee and breakfast snacks with our Corporate Partners before 
the session. 
 

     * Awards Banquet: Celebrate the achievements of fellow NGAT members and event winners at the banquet on   
        Saturday night. Come wearing a little bit of country or deck out wearing denim and diamonds to glam it up.  

Expect boots, sparkles, and a whole lot of fun! 
 

     * Prayer Breakfast: Conclude the conference on a reflective note with a prayer service led by (CH) MAJ Milton    
        Gutierrez of the 176th Engineer Brigade. 
 
Join us for the Conference After Action Review following the prayer breakfast! This session offers valuable  
insights into the conference and helps us make needed improvements for the future.  
 
Your continued support of our association is deeply appreciated. We look forward to sharing the positive progress 
we've made in improving our services for everyone. On behalf of the NGAT Board of Directors, we hope that you have 
an enjoyable and productive time as you take in all our conference has to offer.  

 
 
 
 
 

COL (Ret) Paul Cerniauskas 
NGAT President 

2025 Flashback! 
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WELCOME TO WACO, TEXAS 

35 

 
 

Alive with charm and rich in  
history, Waco blends small-town 
warmth with growing cultural 
energy, making it one of Central 
Texas’s most inviting destinations. 
With scenic surroundings along the 
Brazos River and a community full 
of pride and spirit, its no surprise 
that Waco continues to attract  
visitors from across the country. 
 
 
Fun is easy to find in the Heart of 
Texas. Waco offers a welcoming 
mix of attractions, from its evolving 
food scene and locally owned shops 

to its unique landmarks like Magnolia Market at the Silos and the fascinating 
Waco Mammoth National Monument. Whether you're exploring outdoor  
spaces, browsing artisan goods, or diving into local history, there’s something 
here for everyone. 
 
Thousands of visitors travel to Waco each year for leisure, events, and to  
experience its distinctive character. What they discover is a friendly and  
vibrant city that blends heritage with modern appeal. From lively downtown 
spots and boutique shopping to peaceful parks and riverside views, Waco  
offers a little bit of everything for every kind of traveler. 
 
Not sure where to start? Visit the city’s official tourism site, Destination Waco 
to plan your trip. The site features helpful guides, local events, and travel ideas 
to make the most of your time in Waco. 
 
While you’re here, enjoy Waco’s growing arts and culture scene, sample a 
variety of restaurants serving everything from classic Texas barbecue to global 
cuisine, or catch a game featuring the Baylor Bears. You can also spend time 
shopping in charming local districts or simply relax and take in the laid-back 
atmosphere that makes Wace such a memorable destination. 

2025 Flashback! 



PI

34 

67th Annual NGAT Conference 

Schedule of Events 

 Friday, March 27, 2026 

0730 - 1400     NGAT Educational Foundation Golf Tournament 

  Cottonwood Creek Golf Course 

0730 - 0900    Fun Run 

  Brazos River Trail 

0800 - 1200    Texas License to Carry Certification 

  Ranger Room 110 

0800 - 1700    Registration & Dinner Seating 

  Upper Lobby 

1230 - 1400    Wine Tasting 

  Texas Room 114 

1300 - 1700    Exhibit Hall Ribbon Cutting/Exhibit Hall Open 

  Chisholm Hall 

1300 - 1600    Dr. Pepper Museum Float Trailer 

                         “Come get your free Dr. Pepper float” 

                         Music by the 36th ID Heart of Texas Brass Quintet 

  Chisholm Hall 

1300 - 1700    Silent Auction 

  Chisholm Hall 

1430 - 1630    No Host Reception with Exhibitors 

                        Complimentary Drinks 

  Chisholm Hall 

1545 - 1600    Resolutions Update 

  Chisholm Hall 

1830 - 2100    Welcome Party 

                        Music by 36th ID Rhythm & Boots Band 

  Brazos Ballroom 

1930 - 0000    Hospitality Night 

  Hilton Waco 
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1200 - 1700     Registration & Dinner Seating 

  Upper Lobby 

1300 - 1630     NGAT Board Meeting 

  Ranger Room 106/107 

1730 - 1900     Corporate Partner Reception 

  Texas North Room 113 

                           (BY INVITATION ONLY) 

 

 Thursday, March 26, 2026 

WHAT TO WEAR 
 

Welcome Party Attire – Casual 
Attire 
 
 
NGAT Annual Meeting/General 
Session – Business Casual 
 
 
NGAT Banquet – This year we’re 
adding a little sparkle with our 
Denim and Diamonds: Country 
Glam theme! Show off your 
western flair with a touch of shine 
and get ready for a night of  
Texas-style fun after the banquet. 
Military uniforms and cocktail  
attire are also acceptable. 

BID ON THIS QUILT IN THE 

NGAT SILENT AUCTION 

FRONT 

BACK 

Donated by Ruthann Adams 

The quilt measures 86” long by 

87” wide. 
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 Saturday, March 28, 2026 

0730 - 1500    Registration & Dinner Seating 

  Upper Lobby 

0830 - 1445    Silent Auction—Auction Closes at 1445 

  Chisholm Hall 

0830 - 1500    Exhibit Hall Open 

  Chisholm Hall 

0900 - 1015    NGAT Annual Meeting 

  Chisholm Hall 

1015 - 1100    Coffee with Exhibitors 

  Chisholm Hall 

1100 - 1200    NGAT General Session 

  Chisholm Hall 

1200 - 1330    Lunch with Exhibitors 

  Chisholm Hall 

1200 - 1330    Family Members & Retirees Luncheon 

  Ranger Room 108/109 

1300 - 1430    Speed Mentoring (Jr Enl/CGO) 

  McLennan 209 

1445               Silent Auction Closes/Scavenger Hunt Cards Due  

  Chisholm Hall 

1800 - 1900    President’s Reception (BY INVITATION ONLY) 

  Texas Room North 113 

1800 - 1900     No-Host Reception 

  Upper Lobby 

1900 - 1915     Move into Ballroom for Dinner 

1915 - 2300     Awards Banquet & Dance 

  Brazos Ballroom North 

Sunday, March 29, 2026 

0900 - 1000  Prayer Breakfast  

                        MAJ (CH) Milton Gutierrez 

  Hilton Waco—Cottonwood A & B 

1015 - 1115   Conference AAR  

                      *open to conference attendees          

  Hilton Waco—Cottonwood A & B 
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The Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United 
States (EANGUS) was formally organized in 1972 with the 
goal of increasing the voice of enlisted persons in the National 
Guard. As such, EANGUS is a non-profit organization  
dedicated to the principles of providing an adequate national 
defense and promoting the status, welfare, and professionalism 
of the men and women of the Army and Air National Guard by 
supporting legislation that provides adequate staffing, pay, 
benefits, entitlements, equipment, and installations for the  
National Guard. 

Enlisted Association of the 

National Guard  

of the United States (EANGUS) 

Annual Membership 

Join NGAT & EANGUS   E1-E6  $15.00 per year 

                                            E7-E9  $20.00 per year 

Annual Membership for NGAT Life Members all ranks $13.00 per year 

EANGUS Life Membership all ranks $130.00 one time payment 

Payment options available on the NGAT website 

https://ngat.org/join-eangus/ 

 

EANGUS MEMBERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS  

ARE ELIBIBLE TO 

APPLY FOR EANGUS SCHOLARSHIPS AT 

https://eangus.org/scholarship-information/ 

Join us at the 55th Annual 

EANGUS Conference 

July 31—August 3, 2026 

Daytona Beach, Florida 
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BOOTH 318 

B
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Booth 205 

BOOTH 107 

https://www.wileyx.com/
https://www.cupandflower.org/
https://www.pondco.com/
https://www.bcbstx.com/
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/ngat-membership-officers/ngat-life-membership-all-ranks-officers/
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National Guard Association  

of the United States (NGAUS) 

When you join the National Guard Association of the 
United States (NGAUS), you add your voice to thousands 
of others who understand the role of the National Guard 
in the nation’s security and want to enhance its capabilities to perform 
that vital mission at home and overseas. Annual and Life memberships 
are available to all active, separated and retired commissioned and 
warrant officers of the National Guard.  Payment plans are also  
available on the NGAT website. 

NGAUS Annual Membership 
O1, O2, O3, WO1, CW2, CW3 
$40.00 per year 

O4, O5, O6, CW4, CW5 
$80.00 per year 

O7, O8, O9, O10 
$130.00 per year 
 
Life Membership 

Currently Serving Guard Officers 
$1000 (one time payment)  
Payment options available 

Retired Guard Officers 
Life Membership 
$125 (one time payment) 

31 

h ps://ngat.org/join-ngaus/ 
NGAUS Conference  

Aug 28-31, 2026 

Milwaukee, WI 

Saturday, March 28, 2026 

Annual Meeting 

 

0900 - 1015  Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation 

President’s Welcome 

                    Committee Reports 

   Swearing in New Officers/Directors  

   Old/New Business 

    President’s Close 

 

1015 - 1100  Coffee Break with Exhibitors 
 

General Session 

1100 - 1200  President’s Welcome 

   Mayor’s Office Welcome 

   Governor Greg Abbott Video 

   BG Carrie Perez 

   MG (Ret) Frank McGinn 

   EANGUS Update 

   NGATEF Scholarships Presentation 

   President’s Close 

 

Lunch Break 

1200 - 1330  Lunch with Exhibitors 
   Family Members & Retirees Luncheon 

 

Afternoon Session 

1300—1430  Speed Mentoring 

1445   Silent Auction Closes 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Annual Meeting & General Session 

https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=product&id=270
https://ngat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Current-Serving-Life.png
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=catalog&parent=26&pg=1
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=product&id=102
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Year  Recipients     Service 

2025  LTC Chris McKeag   ARNG 

2024  COL (Ret) Paul Tressa   ARNG 

2023  CSM (Ret) Jeffrey Merrill   ARNG 

2022  CCMSgt (Ret) Priscilla Leger  ANG 

2021  SFC Mireya Cruz   ARNG 

2020  SMSgt Michael Wolff   ANG  

2019  LTC Kenn White   ARNG 

2018  Lt Col Kurt Leslie   ANG 

2017  CMSgt (Ret) William Maginot (2nd Awd) ***    ANG 

2016  CMSgt Charles Chavers   ANG 

2015  LTC Justin Perryman   ARNG 

2014  MG (Ret) Darren Owens   ARNG 

2013  COL (Ret) Francisco Zuniga  ARNG 

2012  LTC Michele Voorhees   ARNG 

2011  Col Tony West    ANG 

2010  BG James K. “Red” Brown  ARNG 

          COL (Ret) Cindy Smith   ARNG 

2009  MG (TX) (Ret) Jerry Icenhower ***  ARNG 

          MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga *** ARNG 

2008  Brig Gen Allen Dehnert   ANG 

          COL (Ret) Rodney McNelley  ARNG 

2007  LTG (Ret) Don O. Daniel ***  ARNG 

2006  CMSgt (Ret) William Maginot ***  ANG 

          CSM (Ret) Don Strickland   ARNG 

2005  SGM Elmo Carreon   ARNG 

2004  COL (Ret) Larry N. Patterson  ARNG 

          COL (Ret) Garry D. Patterson  ARNG 

2003  COL Michael L. Boyd   ARNG 

2002  CSM (Ret) E. Lewis Boehm, Jr.  ARNG 

2001  MG Robert L. Halverson ***  ARNG 

1999  Col Gary R. Walston   ANG 

1997  MSgt Deritha M. Ceaser   ANG 

1995  COL (Ret) David Counts   ARNG 

          CMSgt (Ret) David A. Holder  ANG 

1994  CMSgt (Ret) Donald L. Smithers ***  ANG 

1992  Lt Col Susan L. Bickelmann  ANG 

1991  SFC (Ret) David N. Cuellar  ARNG 

1989  CW4 James R. Harrison   ARNG 

1987  MAJ Edmond S. Komandosky  ARNG 

1985  CSM Bill S. Abernathy ***  ARNG 

1983  CSM John H. Henry   ARNG 

1982  CSM Richard M. Sutherland   ARNG 

1981  Lt Col Robert H. Harmon   ANG 

1970  TSgt Ivan B. Burch   ANG 

1968  SMSgt Shelby E. Luke, Sr.   ANG 

 

*** Texas Military Department  

         “Hall of Honor Recipient” 

 

For a complete list of winners to  

include those that are deceased 

please visit our website at  

h ps://ngat.org/awards-program/ 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Minuteman Recipients 

BOOTH 117 

https://www.werner.com/veterans/
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As President of NGAUS, General McGinn 
serves as the Na onal Guard’s chief  
advocate in Washington, D.C., providing 
unified representa on before Congress on 
issues impac ng readiness, moderniza on,  
benefits, and quality of life for Guardsmen 
across all 54 states, territories, and the  
District of Columbia. 

With more than four decades of service—
beginning as an enlisted Soldier and  

culmina ng as a general officer—General McGinn brings a  
perspec ve grounded in opera onal experience and informed by 
daily engagement at the strategic level. enter of cri cal policy  
discussions, from equipment moderniza on and force  
structure to medical readiness and Guard authori es. 

MG (Ret) Francis M. McGinn 

The Na onal Guard Associa on of Texas 
is proud to welcome Brigadier General 
Carrie Perez, Director of Army Personnel 
Management (G-1), Na onal Guard 
Bureau, as a featured speaker during the 
Saturday General Session on March 28 
at the 67th Annual NGAT Conference. 

As a Texas Guardsman serving at the 
na onal level, Brigadier General Perez 
brings insight into Army Na onal Guard 
personnel priori es and the issues  
shaping the future of our force. 

BG Carrie Perez 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Guest Speakers 



28 11 

BOOTH 109 

BOOTH 323 

https://www.firstnet.com/
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NGAT RESOLUTIONS  
UPDATE 

 
Join the NGAT Resolu ons Commi ee to 

learn the resolu ons process in  
conjunc on with how NGAT Government 

Affairs supports our Texas Guardsmen.  
Learn about the resolu ons that will be 

presented and discussed at the  
Annual Mee ng Saturday Morning. 

Dream   

Big 

Set    

Goals 

Take   

Action 

Fri, 

Champions I 

 

Stop by and introduce yourself and 

visit with NGAT’s legisla ve lobbyist  

during the NGAT Conference at the  

LEGISLATIVE CORNER 

Booth #321 

Texas Star Alliance  

is the registered  

lobbyists for NGAT. 

Calling All Delegates! 

Have you reviewed NGAT’s resolutions?                                          

Go to ngat.com/resolutions or scan the QR 

Code. Please review before the business         

session and be ready to vote! 

Have an idea for a  
possible resolution?  
Submit ideas by email to  

resolutions@ngat.org 

Better yet, scan the QR code and  

submit via phone right now! 
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O’Connell West offer a discount to NGAT members for other legal work  

outside of our conference—including criminal law, military law, family law 

and wills & estate planning and civil law matters. 

Founded by NGAT Life Member Doug O’Connell—O’Connell West law 

firm is comprised of military veterans and current reserve component  

members who are committed to supporting service members, veterans and 

their families. 

TO EMAIL 

ME 

SCAN 

HERE 

Resolu on Informa on 

BOOTH 105 

https://ngat.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/NGAT_Bylaws_ProposedAmendment_2026.pdf
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Thank you to all who have donated items 

for the Silent Auction 

Aerodome Ice Skating Complex 
Amazon 
American Furniture Warehouse 
Amy’s Ice Cream 
Austin Aquarium 
Austin Zoo 
Austin Flag and Flagpole 
Axelrad 
BarkBox 
Beans and Brews Coffee House 
Benihana 
Cabo Bob’s 
Cantina Del Rio 
Cap City Comedy Club 
Capital Cruises 
Carve American Grill 
Cheesecake Factory 
Cotton Eyed Joe’s 
Dallas Stars 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
DripDrop ORS 
Drury Hotels 
Fiesta Winery 
Fort Worth Crawling 
Fort Worth Zoo 
Gold Toe 
Gorjana 
Gristmill River Restaurant & Bar 
Gruene Hall 
Hallmark 
Houston Interactive 
James Avery Craftsman 
KBP Brands 
Kelly & Company 
Kohl’s 
Lady Bird Wildflower Center 
Landry’s 
Lifestraw 
Main Street Theatre 
Maudie’s Tex-Mex 
Meow Wolf 
Messina Hof Winery 
Milk + Honey 
Morgan’s Wonderland 

Mozie’s 
National Guard Association of TX 
Nice Winery 
Oakley 
Old Town Trolley Tours 
Professional Bull Riding (PBR) 
Rangers Baseball 
Round Rock Express 
Sam Houston State University 
San Antonio Zoo 
Sea World 
Southside Market BBQ 
Susie Cakes 
Texas Ballet Theatre 
The Austin Symphony 
The Grapevine 
Timberlinks Golf Club 
Tito’s 
Top Golf 
Urban Betty 
USS Lexington Museum 
Walmart 
Zaxby’s 

 

Thank you for your donation 
Ruthann Adams 
Brian Billeck 
CPO (Ret) Henry Billeck 
MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga 
Linda Brown-Turner 
Fraser Chisholm 
Louis Diaz 
Friend of NGAT 
Debi Steinhauser 
Matthew Steinhauser 
SGM Amanda Roberts 
COL (Ret) Frank Zuniga 
 
 

Thank you for your donation 
Special thanks to Jessica Gillard, Jamison 
Cox and Debi Steinhauser for all their hard 
work in getting the Auction put together. 
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Platinum 

Rocket Pro 

Strongwatch 

Western Governors University 

 

Gold 

AFBA 

FirstNet Built by AT&T 

L3Harris Technologies 

Werner Enterprises, Inc 

 

Silver 

American Military University 

DripDrop Hydration 

Echodyne 

ESS 

O’Connell West, PLLC 

 

Bronze 

BAE Systems, LLC 

Colorado Technical University 

PTS Expeditionary Communications 

PyroCom Systems, Inc 

Robertson Fuel Systems 

Rolls-Royce 

USAA 

ZUMRO 

Corporate Sponsor 

A-Lert Roof Systems 

Alleviate, LLC 

Army and Air Force Exchange Service 

Authentically American 

Blue Cross & Blue Shield 

Columbia Southern University 

Danner Boots 

DiSTI Corporation 

Epulse 

Kentucky Trailer Specialty Vehicles 

Leatherman Tool Group, Inc 

Lincoln Technical Institute 

Oakley 

Parker University 

Pond & Company 

Pro-Shot Defense 

Revision Military 

Samsung Electronics America 

University of Arizona Global Campus 

Wiley X 

Thank You to Our  

CORPORATE PARTNERS 

Interested in  

becoming a  

Corporate Partner? 

Scan here for  

details 
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AUCTION RULES 
 Use the Silent Auction Bid Sheets to bid on all auction items. 

 Make sure to bid using the specified dollar increments posted on 

the bid sheet. 

 Print your first and last name clearly with a point of contact 

phone number. 

 Silent Auction bidding will close at 2:45PM on Saturday, Mar 

28. 

 Silent Auction results will be posted promptly after the auction 

closes. 

 Winning bidders must be present to claim and pick-up their 

purchase prior to 3:45PM on Saturday afternoon. 

 NGAT is not responsible for unclaimed auction items.   

Unclaimed auction items will be offered to the next highest  

bidder. 

 All sales are final.  NGAT is not responsible for lost items or 

certificates after the auction. Lost certificates can not be  

replaced. 

 To check on your NGAT auction items, call 979-249-6434 or  

512-983-7268. 

The following forms of payment will be accepted for the  

NGAT Silent Auction: 

Benefitting the Texas National Guard Foundation 
Non-Profit  

 

Cup & Flower Foundation 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 

(ESGR) 

Grand Canyon University 

Herzing University 

HTX Labs 

Jewish War Veterans 

Liberty University 

Purdue University Global (Kaplan) 

Texas State University 

Texas Veterans Commission 

Non-Profit Sponsors  

Patriot Sponsors  

 

Benefit Briefing Solutions 

Pond & Company Scan the code to take 

the conference survey!! 

Supporters of the Guard 

Ruthann Adams 

MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga 

Fraser Chisholm 

Jamison Cox 

SFC Mireya Cruz 

SFC (Ret) Chris Evans 

Jessica Gillard 

SFC (Ret) Omar Marqueses 

CW4 (Ret) Terri Marshall 

SFC Michael Morancie 

Sean Noumi 

SFC (Ret) Cassandra Smiley 

Debi Steinhauser 

Matthew Steinhauser 

SMSgt (Ret) Michael Wolff 

COL (Ret) Frank Zuniga 
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Level 1 

Convention Center Layout 

Booth 302 
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National Guard Association of Texas 

STAFF 

*CW4 (Ret) 

Leonard T. Tallas 

1959—1986 *CW4 (Ret) 

Lewis O. King 

1986—1994 

*COL (Ret) 

Dale M. Pyeatt 

1994-2005 

LTC (Ret) 

Ray Lindner 

2005—2016 

LTC (Ret) 

Marvin Harris 

2017 - Present 

CW4 (Ret) Terri Marshall 

Insurance Administrator 

Corporate                          

Programs Manager 

7 Years at NGAT 

tmarshall@ngat.org 

* Deceased 

NGAT Executive Directors 

LTC (Ret) Marvin Harris 

Executive Director 

9 Years at NGAT 

mharris@ngat.org 

MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga 

Deputy Executive Director 

Membership                                  

Director 

NGAT News Editor 

19 Years at NGAT 

tbz@ngat.org 

 

Matthew Steinhauser 

Administrative Assistant 

membership@ngat.org 

 

Jamison Cox 

Administrative Assistant 

3 months at NGAT 

jcox@ngat.org 
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National Guard Association of Texas 

NGAT PAST PRESIDENTS 

    Year      President                 Service 

2023-2025  SFC Mireya Cruz  ARNG 

2021-2023  MAJ Christopher McKeag              ARNG 

2019-2021  CMSgt (Ret) Priscilla Leger  ANG 

2016-2019  LTC Kenn White  ARNG 

2015-2016  COL Daniel Quick  ARNG 

2013-2015  CMSgt Charles Chavers ANG 

2011-2013  MAJ Jus n Perryman  ARNG 

2009-2011  LTC Michele Voorhees-Li le ARNG 

2007-2009  CSM (Ret) Jeffrey Merrill ARNG 

2006-2007  MSG Theresa M. Billeck-Zuniga ARNG 

2005-2006  LTC Mario Alayon  ARNG 

2004-2005  MAJ Monie Ulis  ARNG 

2003-2004  LTC William L. “Len” Smith ARNG 

2002-2003  MSgt Jim DiGiovanni  ANG 

2001-2002  CSM Garry Worrell  ARNG 

2000-2001  LTC James K. “Red” Brown ARNG 

1999-2000  COL John Braun  ARNG 

1998-1999  CMSgt William Maginot ANG 

1997-1998  LTC Susan Bickelmann ARNG 

1996-1997  LTC Michael L. Boyd  ARNG 

1995-1996  COL B. Leroy Sisco  ARNG 

1994-1995  Col Thomas Shellshear * ANG 

1993-1994  COL Rodney McNelley ARNG 

1992-1993  CSM Don Steelhammer * ARNG 

1991-1992  MAJ C. Terry Granade ARNG 

1990-1991  CSM Mikeal L. Graham * ARNG 

1989-1990  Col Gary R. Walston  ANG 

1988-1989  COL Garry D. Pa erson ARNG 

1987-1988  Lt Col John W. Cook  ANG 

1986-1987  LTC Glenn C. Meadows * ARNG 

    Year      President                 Service 

1985-1986  COL Walter J. Dingler * ARNG 

1984-1985  Lt Col Jack E. Davenport * ANG 

1983-1984  CSM Billie S. Abernathy ARNG 

1982-1983  CMSgt Francis M. Arnold * ANG 

1981-1982  MAJ Edmond S. Komandosky ARNG 

1980-1981  MAJ Dale M. Pyea  *  ARNG 

1979-1980  MAJ Richard E. Harrison* ARNG 

1978-1979  Col Robert D. Goodman * ANG 

1977-1978  MAJ Bennie C. Adair * ARNG 

1976-1977  COL James B. McGoodwin * ARNG 

1975-1976  CSM James H. Merri  * ARNG 

1974-1975  Maj Rufus B. Mar n * ANG 

1973-1974  COL Jack Fisher *  ARNG 

1972-1973  LTC Guy C. Jackson III * ARNG 

1971-1972  CSM William M. Huggins * ARNG 

1970-1971  MG Evere  S. Simpson * ARNG 

1969-1970  LTC George R. Harper * ARNG 

1968-1969  Lt Col Louis A. Howard * ANG 

1967-1968  Lt Col Louis A. Holder * ANG 

1966-1967  LTC Mickey Francis *  ARNG 

1965-1966  Maj Clayborne Kruckemeyer * ANG 

1964-1965  LTC Vernon M. Scofield * ARNG 

1963-1964  LTC William L. Seals *  ARNG 

1962-1963  Maj James M. Rose *  ANG 

1961-1962  COL Kay Halsell II *  ARNG 

1960-1961  COL Thomas S. Bishop * ARNG 

1959-1960  BG Harley B. West *  ARNG 

*  Deceased 
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COME BY FOR A FREE DR PEPPER FLOAT! 

Waco Convention Center - Chisholm Hall 

Friday, March 27, 2026 

1300 – 1600 

BOOTH 220 

BOOTH 104 

https://www.wgu.edu/student-experience/military.html
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COL (Ret) Paul Cerniauskas 

President 

SFC Julie Perez 

Vice President 

71st EMIB 

LTC (Ret) Marvin Harris 

Execu ve Director 

Ex-Officio Member 

SGM Amanda Roberts 

Secretary 

HQ, TXARNG 

MAJ Jonathan Ireland 

HQ Joint Forces 

1SG Kenya a Carrasquillo 

HQ 36th ID 

COL (Ret) Andrew Wenzel 

Treasurer 

At-Large 

MSgt Angela Ma hews 

President-Elect 

National Guard Association of Texas 

NGAT BOARD OF DIRECTOR 

National Guard Association of Texas 

NGAT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MSG  

Tielow-Taneesha 

Henson 

At Large 

20 

Capt Keith Cook 

149th FW 

CW3 (Ret) Christy Buckley 

Re red Rep 

Vacant Board Posi ons 

72nd IBCT 

36th Sustainment Bde 

136th AW 

HQ, TXANG 

Army Jr Enlisted 

 LTC Trent Teague 

56th IBCT 

LTC Craig Neeley 

36th CAB 

SGM Kenneth Porter 

176th Engr Bde 

MSG John C. Cody 

136th MEB 

SFC (Ret) Gary Moseley 

Re red Rep 

Maj Bruce Robison 

147th ATKW 

CSM (Ret) Donna Balderston 

Re red Rep 

SFC Michelle Auyer 

71st Troop Command 

Maria Daniels 

Family Readiness Rep 

Interested in serving on the NGAT Board 

of Director?  Contact the NGAT  

Execu ve Director, Marvin Harris at  

mharris@ngat.org for more informa on. 

SCAN THE QR CODE 

TO MAKE A  

COMMENT OR  

SUGGESTION ABOUT 

THE NGAT  

CONFERENCE!  

TALK TO NGAT 
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COME BY FOR A FREE DR PEPPER FLOAT! 

Waco Convention Center - Chisholm Hall 

Friday, March 27, 2026 

1300 – 1600 

BOOTH 220 

BOOTH 104 

https://www.pyrocomsystems.com/
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National Guard Association of Texas 

NGAT PAST PRESIDENTS 

    Year      President                 Service 

2023-2025  SFC Mireya Cruz  ARNG 

2021-2023  MAJ Christopher McKeag              ARNG 

2019-2021  CMSgt (Ret) Priscilla Leger  ANG 

2016-2019  LTC Kenn White  ARNG 

2015-2016  COL Daniel Quick  ARNG 

2013-2015  CMSgt Charles Chavers ANG 

2011-2013  MAJ Jus n Perryman  ARNG 

2009-2011  LTC Michele Voorhees-Li le ARNG 

2007-2009  CSM (Ret) Jeffrey Merrill ARNG 

2006-2007  MSG Theresa M. Billeck-Zuniga ARNG 

2005-2006  LTC Mario Alayon  ARNG 

2004-2005  MAJ Monie Ulis  ARNG 

2003-2004  LTC William L. “Len” Smith ARNG 

2002-2003  MSgt Jim DiGiovanni  ANG 

2001-2002  CSM Garry Worrell  ARNG 

2000-2001  LTC James K. “Red” Brown ARNG 

1999-2000  COL John Braun  ARNG 

1998-1999  CMSgt William Maginot ANG 

1997-1998  LTC Susan Bickelmann ARNG 

1996-1997  LTC Michael L. Boyd  ARNG 

1995-1996  COL B. Leroy Sisco  ARNG 

1994-1995  Col Thomas Shellshear * ANG 

1993-1994  COL Rodney McNelley ARNG 

1992-1993  CSM Don Steelhammer * ARNG 

1991-1992  MAJ C. Terry Granade ARNG 

1990-1991  CSM Mikeal L. Graham * ARNG 

1989-1990  Col Gary R. Walston  ANG 

1988-1989  COL Garry D. Pa erson ARNG 

1987-1988  Lt Col John W. Cook  ANG 

1986-1987  LTC Glenn C. Meadows * ARNG 

    Year      President                 Service 

1985-1986  COL Walter J. Dingler * ARNG 

1984-1985  Lt Col Jack E. Davenport * ANG 

1983-1984  CSM Billie S. Abernathy ARNG 

1982-1983  CMSgt Francis M. Arnold * ANG 

1981-1982  MAJ Edmond S. Komandosky ARNG 

1980-1981  MAJ Dale M. Pyea  *  ARNG 

1979-1980  MAJ Richard E. Harrison* ARNG 

1978-1979  Col Robert D. Goodman * ANG 

1977-1978  MAJ Bennie C. Adair * ARNG 

1976-1977  COL James B. McGoodwin * ARNG 

1975-1976  CSM James H. Merri  * ARNG 

1974-1975  Maj Rufus B. Mar n * ANG 

1973-1974  COL Jack Fisher *  ARNG 

1972-1973  LTC Guy C. Jackson III * ARNG 

1971-1972  CSM William M. Huggins * ARNG 

1970-1971  MG Evere  S. Simpson * ARNG 

1969-1970  LTC George R. Harper * ARNG 

1968-1969  Lt Col Louis A. Howard * ANG 

1967-1968  Lt Col Louis A. Holder * ANG 

1966-1967  LTC Mickey Francis *  ARNG 

1965-1966  Maj Clayborne Kruckemeyer * ANG 

1964-1965  LTC Vernon M. Scofield * ARNG 

1963-1964  LTC William L. Seals *  ARNG 

1962-1963  Maj James M. Rose *  ANG 

1961-1962  COL Kay Halsell II *  ARNG 

1960-1961  COL Thomas S. Bishop * ARNG 

1959-1960  BG Harley B. West *  ARNG 

*  Deceased 

 



23 16 

National Guard Association of Texas 

STAFF 

*CW4 (Ret) 

Leonard T. Tallas 

1959—1986 *CW4 (Ret) 

Lewis O. King 

1986—1994 

*COL (Ret) 

Dale M. Pyeatt 

1994-2005 

LTC (Ret) 

Ray Lindner 

2005—2016 

LTC (Ret) 

Marvin Harris 

2017 - Present 

CW4 (Ret) Terri Marshall 

Insurance Administrator 

Corporate                          

Programs Manager 

7 Years at NGAT 

tmarshall@ngat.org 

* Deceased 

NGAT Executive Directors 

LTC (Ret) Marvin Harris 

Executive Director 

9 Years at NGAT 

mharris@ngat.org 

MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga 

Deputy Executive Director 

Membership                                  

Director 

NGAT News Editor 

19 Years at NGAT 

tbz@ngat.org 

 

Matthew Steinhauser 

Administrative Assistant 

membership@ngat.org 

 

Jamison Cox 

Administrative Assistant 

3 months at NGAT 

jcox@ngat.org 
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15 

Level 1 

Convention Center Layout 

Booth 302 

https://www.shopmyexchange.com/
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AUCTION RULES 
 Use the Silent Auction Bid Sheets to bid on all auction items. 

 Make sure to bid using the specified dollar increments posted on 

the bid sheet. 

 Print your first and last name clearly with a point of contact 

phone number. 

 Silent Auction bidding will close at 2:45PM on Saturday, Mar 

28. 

 Silent Auction results will be posted promptly after the auction 

closes. 

 Winning bidders must be present to claim and pick-up their 

purchase prior to 3:45PM on Saturday afternoon. 

 NGAT is not responsible for unclaimed auction items.   

Unclaimed auction items will be offered to the next highest  

bidder. 

 All sales are final.  NGAT is not responsible for lost items or 

certificates after the auction. Lost certificates can not be  

replaced. 

 To check on your NGAT auction items, call 979-249-6434 or  

512-983-7268. 

The following forms of payment will be accepted for the  

NGAT Silent Auction: 

Benefitting the Texas National Guard Foundation 
Non-Profit  

 

Cup & Flower Foundation 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 

(ESGR) 

Grand Canyon University 

Herzing University 

HTX Labs 

Jewish War Veterans 

Liberty University 

Purdue University Global (Kaplan) 

Texas State University 

Texas Veterans Commission 

Non-Profit Sponsors  

Patriot Sponsors  

 

Benefit Briefing Solutions 

Pond & Company Scan the code to take 

the conference survey!! 

Supporters of the Guard 

Ruthann Adams 

MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga 

Fraser Chisholm 

Jamison Cox 

SFC Mireya Cruz 

SFC (Ret) Chris Evans 

Jessica Gillard 

SFC (Ret) Omar Marqueses 

CW4 (Ret) Terri Marshall 

SFC Michael Morancie 

Sean Noumi 

SFC (Ret) Cassandra Smiley 

Debi Steinhauser 

Matthew Steinhauser 

SMSgt (Ret) Michael Wolff 

COL (Ret) Frank Zuniga 
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Thank you to all who have donated items 

for the Silent Auction 

Aerodome Ice Skating Complex 
Amazon 
American Furniture Warehouse 
Amy’s Ice Cream 
Austin Aquarium 
Austin Zoo 
Austin Flag and Flagpole 
Axelrad 
BarkBox 
Beans and Brews Coffee House 
Benihana 
Cabo Bob’s 
Cantina Del Rio 
Cap City Comedy Club 
Capital Cruises 
Carve American Grill 
Cheesecake Factory 
Cotton Eyed Joe’s 
Dallas Stars 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
DripDrop ORS 
Drury Hotels 
Fiesta Winery 
Fort Worth Crawling 
Fort Worth Zoo 
Gold Toe 
Gorjana 
Gristmill River Restaurant & Bar 
Gruene Hall 
Hallmark 
Houston Interactive 
James Avery Craftsman 
KBP Brands 
Kelly & Company 
Kohl’s 
Lady Bird Wildflower Center 
Landry’s 
Lifestraw 
Main Street Theatre 
Maudie’s Tex-Mex 
Meow Wolf 
Messina Hof Winery 
Milk + Honey 
Morgan’s Wonderland 

Mozie’s 
National Guard Association of TX 
Nice Winery 
Oakley 
Old Town Trolley Tours 
Professional Bull Riding (PBR) 
Rangers Baseball 
Round Rock Express 
Sam Houston State University 
San Antonio Zoo 
Sea World 
Southside Market BBQ 
Susie Cakes 
Texas Ballet Theatre 
The Austin Symphony 
The Grapevine 
Timberlinks Golf Club 
Tito’s 
Top Golf 
Urban Betty 
USS Lexington Museum 
Walmart 
Zaxby’s 

 

Thank you for your donation 
Ruthann Adams 
Brian Billeck 
CPO (Ret) Henry Billeck 
MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga 
Linda Brown-Turner 
Fraser Chisholm 
Louis Diaz 
Friend of NGAT 
Debi Steinhauser 
Matthew Steinhauser 
SGM Amanda Roberts 
COL (Ret) Frank Zuniga 
 
 

Thank you for your donation 
Special thanks to Jessica Gillard, Jamison 
Cox and Debi Steinhauser for all their hard 
work in getting the Auction put together. 
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Platinum 

Rocket Pro 

Strongwatch 

Western Governors University 

 

Gold 

AFBA 

FirstNet Built by AT&T 

L3Harris Technologies 

Werner Enterprises, Inc 

 

Silver 

American Military University 

DripDrop Hydration 

Echodyne 

ESS 

O’Connell West, PLLC 

 

Bronze 

BAE Systems, LLC 

Colorado Technical University 

PTS Expeditionary Communications 

PyroCom Systems, Inc 

Robertson Fuel Systems 

Rolls-Royce 

USAA 

ZUMRO 

Corporate Sponsor 

A-Lert Roof Systems 

Alleviate, LLC 

Army and Air Force Exchange Service 

Authentically American 

Blue Cross & Blue Shield 

Columbia Southern University 

Danner Boots 

DiSTI Corporation 

Epulse 

Kentucky Trailer Specialty Vehicles 

Leatherman Tool Group, Inc 

Lincoln Technical Institute 

Oakley 

Parker University 

Pond & Company 

Pro-Shot Defense 

Revision Military 

Samsung Electronics America 

University of Arizona Global Campus 

Wiley X 

Thank You to Our  

CORPORATE PARTNERS 

Interested in  

becoming a  

Corporate Partner? 

Scan here for  

details 
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NGAT RESOLUTIONS  
UPDATE 

 
Join the NGAT Resolu ons Commi ee to 

learn the resolu ons process in  
conjunc on with how NGAT Government 

Affairs supports our Texas Guardsmen.  
Learn about the resolu ons that will be 

presented and discussed at the  
Annual Mee ng Saturday Morning. 

Dream   

Big 

Set    

Goals 

Take   

Action 

Fri, 

Champions I 

 

Stop by and introduce yourself and 

visit with NGAT’s legisla ve lobbyist  

during the NGAT Conference at the  

LEGISLATIVE CORNER 

Booth #321 

Texas Star Alliance  

is the registered  

lobbyists for NGAT. 

Calling All Delegates! 

Have you reviewed NGAT’s resolutions?                                          

Go to ngat.com/resolutions or scan the QR 

Code. Please review before the business         

session and be ready to vote! 

Have an idea for a  
possible resolution?  
Submit ideas by email to  

resolutions@ngat.org 

Better yet, scan the QR code and  

submit via phone right now! 

12 

O’Connell West offer a discount to NGAT members for other legal work  

outside of our conference—including criminal law, military law, family law 

and wills & estate planning and civil law matters. 

Founded by NGAT Life Member Doug O’Connell—O’Connell West law 

firm is comprised of military veterans and current reserve component  

members who are committed to supporting service members, veterans and 

their families. 

TO EMAIL 

ME 

SCAN 

HERE 

Resolu on Informa on 

BOOTH 105 

https://oconnellwest.com/
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BOOTH 109 

BOOTH 323 
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As President of NGAUS, General McGinn 
serves as the Na onal Guard’s chief  
advocate in Washington, D.C., providing 
unified representa on before Congress on 
issues impac ng readiness, moderniza on,  
benefits, and quality of life for Guardsmen 
across all 54 states, territories, and the  
District of Columbia. 

With more than four decades of service—
beginning as an enlisted Soldier and  

culmina ng as a general officer—General McGinn brings a  
perspec ve grounded in opera onal experience and informed by 
daily engagement at the strategic level. enter of cri cal policy  
discussions, from equipment moderniza on and force  
structure to medical readiness and Guard authori es. 

MG (Ret) Francis M. McGinn 

The Na onal Guard Associa on of Texas 
is proud to welcome Brigadier General 
Carrie Perez, Director of Army Personnel 
Management (G-1), Na onal Guard 
Bureau, as a featured speaker during the 
Saturday General Session on March 28 
at the 67th Annual NGAT Conference. 

As a Texas Guardsman serving at the 
na onal level, Brigadier General Perez 
brings insight into Army Na onal Guard 
personnel priori es and the issues  
shaping the future of our force. 

BG Carrie Perez 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Guest Speakers 
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Year  Recipients     Service 

2025  LTC Chris McKeag   ARNG 

2024  COL (Ret) Paul Tressa   ARNG 

2023  CSM (Ret) Jeffrey Merrill   ARNG 

2022  CCMSgt (Ret) Priscilla Leger  ANG 

2021  SFC Mireya Cruz   ARNG 

2020  SMSgt Michael Wolff   ANG  

2019  LTC Kenn White   ARNG 

2018  Lt Col Kurt Leslie   ANG 

2017  CMSgt (Ret) William Maginot (2nd Awd) ***    ANG 

2016  CMSgt Charles Chavers   ANG 

2015  LTC Justin Perryman   ARNG 

2014  MG (Ret) Darren Owens   ARNG 

2013  COL (Ret) Francisco Zuniga  ARNG 

2012  LTC Michele Voorhees   ARNG 

2011  Col Tony West    ANG 

2010  BG James K. “Red” Brown  ARNG 

          COL (Ret) Cindy Smith   ARNG 

2009  MG (TX) (Ret) Jerry Icenhower ***  ARNG 

          MSG (Ret) Theresa Billeck-Zuniga *** ARNG 

2008  Brig Gen Allen Dehnert   ANG 

          COL (Ret) Rodney McNelley  ARNG 

2007  LTG (Ret) Don O. Daniel ***  ARNG 

2006  CMSgt (Ret) William Maginot ***  ANG 

          CSM (Ret) Don Strickland   ARNG 

2005  SGM Elmo Carreon   ARNG 

2004  COL (Ret) Larry N. Patterson  ARNG 

          COL (Ret) Garry D. Patterson  ARNG 

2003  COL Michael L. Boyd   ARNG 

2002  CSM (Ret) E. Lewis Boehm, Jr.  ARNG 

2001  MG Robert L. Halverson ***  ARNG 

1999  Col Gary R. Walston   ANG 

1997  MSgt Deritha M. Ceaser   ANG 

1995  COL (Ret) David Counts   ARNG 

          CMSgt (Ret) David A. Holder  ANG 

1994  CMSgt (Ret) Donald L. Smithers ***  ANG 

1992  Lt Col Susan L. Bickelmann  ANG 

1991  SFC (Ret) David N. Cuellar  ARNG 

1989  CW4 James R. Harrison   ARNG 

1987  MAJ Edmond S. Komandosky  ARNG 

1985  CSM Bill S. Abernathy ***  ARNG 

1983  CSM John H. Henry   ARNG 

1982  CSM Richard M. Sutherland   ARNG 

1981  Lt Col Robert H. Harmon   ANG 

1970  TSgt Ivan B. Burch   ANG 

1968  SMSgt Shelby E. Luke, Sr.   ANG 

 

*** Texas Military Department  

         “Hall of Honor Recipient” 

 

For a complete list of winners to  

include those that are deceased 

please visit our website at  

h ps://ngat.org/awards-program/ 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Minuteman Recipients 

BOOTH 117 
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National Guard Association  

of the United States (NGAUS) 

When you join the National Guard Association of the 
United States (NGAUS), you add your voice to thousands 
of others who understand the role of the National Guard 
in the nation’s security and want to enhance its capabilities to perform 
that vital mission at home and overseas. Annual and Life memberships 
are available to all active, separated and retired commissioned and 
warrant officers of the National Guard.  Payment plans are also  
available on the NGAT website. 

NGAUS Annual Membership 
O1, O2, O3, WO1, CW2, CW3 
$40.00 per year 

O4, O5, O6, CW4, CW5 
$80.00 per year 

O7, O8, O9, O10 
$130.00 per year 
 
Life Membership 

Currently Serving Guard Officers 
$1000 (one time payment)  
Payment options available 

Retired Guard Officers 
Life Membership 
$125 (one time payment) 

31 

h ps://ngat.org/join-ngaus/ 
NGAUS Conference  

Aug 28-31, 2026 

Milwaukee, WI 

Saturday, March 28, 2026 

Annual Meeting 

 

0900 - 1015  Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation 

President’s Welcome 

                    Committee Reports 

   Swearing in New Officers/Directors  

   Old/New Business 

    President’s Close 

 

1015 - 1100  Coffee Break with Exhibitors 
 

General Session 

1100 - 1200  President’s Welcome 

   Mayor’s Office Welcome 

   Governor Greg Abbott Video 

   BG Carrie Perez 

   MG (Ret) Frank McGinn 

   EANGUS Update 

   NGATEF Scholarships Presentation 

   President’s Close 

 

Lunch Break 

1200 - 1330  Lunch with Exhibitors 
   Family Members & Retirees Luncheon 

 

Afternoon Session 

1300—1430  Speed Mentoring 

1445   Silent Auction Closes 

National Guard Association of Texas 

Annual Meeting & General Session 

https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=product&id=270
https://ngat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Current-Serving-Life.png
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=catalog&parent=26&pg=1
https://ngsecure.mypinnaclecart.com/index.php?p=product&id=102
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BOOTH 318 

B
O

O
TH

 115 

Booth 205 

BOOTH 107 



67th Annual NGAT Conference 

Schedule of Events 

33 

 Saturday, March 28, 2026 

0730 - 1500    Registration & Dinner Seating 

  Upper Lobby 

0830 - 1445    Silent Auction—Auction Closes at 1445 

  Chisholm Hall 

0830 - 1500    Exhibit Hall Open 

  Chisholm Hall 

0900 - 1015    NGAT Annual Meeting 

  Chisholm Hall 

1015 - 1100    Coffee with Exhibitors 

  Chisholm Hall 

1100 - 1200    NGAT General Session 

  Chisholm Hall 

1200 - 1330    Lunch with Exhibitors 

  Chisholm Hall 

1200 - 1330    Family Members & Retirees Luncheon 

  Ranger Room 108/109 

1300 - 1430    Speed Mentoring (Jr Enl/CGO) 

  McLennan 209 

1445               Silent Auction Closes/Scavenger Hunt Cards Due  

  Chisholm Hall 

1800 - 1900    President’s Reception (BY INVITATION ONLY) 

  Texas Room North 113 

1800 - 1900     No-Host Reception 

  Upper Lobby 

1900 - 1915     Move into Ballroom for Dinner 

1915 - 2300     Awards Banquet & Dance 

  Brazos Ballroom North 

Sunday, March 29, 2026 

0900 - 1000  Prayer Breakfast  

                        MAJ (CH) Milton Gutierrez 

  Hilton Waco—Cottonwood A & B 

1015 - 1115   Conference AAR  

                      *open to conference attendees          

  Hilton Waco—Cottonwood A & B 

6 

The Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United 
States (EANGUS) was formally organized in 1972 with the 
goal of increasing the voice of enlisted persons in the National 
Guard. As such, EANGUS is a non-profit organization  
dedicated to the principles of providing an adequate national 
defense and promoting the status, welfare, and professionalism 
of the men and women of the Army and Air National Guard by 
supporting legislation that provides adequate staffing, pay, 
benefits, entitlements, equipment, and installations for the  
National Guard. 

Enlisted Association of the 

National Guard  

of the United States (EANGUS) 

Annual Membership 

Join NGAT & EANGUS   E1-E6  $15.00 per year 

                                            E7-E9  $20.00 per year 

Annual Membership for NGAT Life Members all ranks $13.00 per year 

EANGUS Life Membership all ranks $130.00 one time payment 

Payment options available on the NGAT website 

https://ngat.org/join-eangus/ 

 

EANGUS MEMBERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS  

ARE ELIBIBLE TO 

APPLY FOR EANGUS SCHOLARSHIPS AT 

https://eangus.org/scholarship-information/ 

Join us at the 55th Annual 

EANGUS Conference 

July 31—August 3, 2026 

Daytona Beach, Florida 



PI
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67th Annual NGAT Conference 

Schedule of Events 

 Friday, March 27, 2026 

0730 - 1400     NGAT Educational Foundation Golf Tournament 

  Cottonwood Creek Golf Course 

0730 - 0900    Fun Run 

  Brazos River Trail 

0800 - 1200    Texas License to Carry Certification 

  Ranger Room 110 

0800 - 1700    Registration & Dinner Seating 

  Upper Lobby 

1230 - 1400    Wine Tasting 

  Texas Room 114 

1300 - 1700    Exhibit Hall Ribbon Cutting/Exhibit Hall Open 

  Chisholm Hall 

1300 - 1600    Dr. Pepper Museum Float Trailer 

                         “Come get your free Dr. Pepper float” 

                         Music by the 36th ID Heart of Texas Brass Quintet 

  Chisholm Hall 

1300 - 1700    Silent Auction 

  Chisholm Hall 

1430 - 1630    No Host Reception with Exhibitors 

                        Complimentary Drinks 

  Chisholm Hall 

1545 - 1600    Resolutions Update 

  Chisholm Hall 

1830 - 2100    Welcome Party 

                        Music by 36th ID Rhythm & Boots Band 

  Brazos Ballroom 

1930 - 0000    Hospitality Night 

  Hilton Waco 
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1200 - 1700     Registration & Dinner Seating 

  Upper Lobby 

1300 - 1630     NGAT Board Meeting 

  Ranger Room 106/107 

1730 - 1900     Corporate Partner Reception 

  Texas North Room 113 

                           (BY INVITATION ONLY) 

 

 Thursday, March 26, 2026 

WHAT TO WEAR 
 

Welcome Party Attire – Casual 
Attire 
 
 
NGAT Annual Meeting/General 
Session – Business Casual 
 
 
NGAT Banquet – This year we’re 
adding a little sparkle with our 
Denim and Diamonds: Country 
Glam theme! Show off your 
western flair with a touch of shine 
and get ready for a night of  
Texas-style fun after the banquet. 
Military uniforms and cocktail  
attire are also acceptable. 

BID ON THIS QUILT IN THE 

NGAT SILENT AUCTION 

FRONT 

BACK 

Donated by Ruthann Adams 

The quilt measures 86” long by 

87” wide. 
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WELCOME TO WACO, TEXAS 

35 

 
 

Alive with charm and rich in  
history, Waco blends small-town 
warmth with growing cultural 
energy, making it one of Central 
Texas’s most inviting destinations. 
With scenic surroundings along the 
Brazos River and a community full 
of pride and spirit, its no surprise 
that Waco continues to attract  
visitors from across the country. 
 
 
Fun is easy to find in the Heart of 
Texas. Waco offers a welcoming 
mix of attractions, from its evolving 
food scene and locally owned shops 

to its unique landmarks like Magnolia Market at the Silos and the fascinating 
Waco Mammoth National Monument. Whether you're exploring outdoor  
spaces, browsing artisan goods, or diving into local history, there’s something 
here for everyone. 
 
Thousands of visitors travel to Waco each year for leisure, events, and to  
experience its distinctive character. What they discover is a friendly and  
vibrant city that blends heritage with modern appeal. From lively downtown 
spots and boutique shopping to peaceful parks and riverside views, Waco  
offers a little bit of everything for every kind of traveler. 
 
Not sure where to start? Visit the city’s official tourism site, Destination Waco 
to plan your trip. The site features helpful guides, local events, and travel ideas 
to make the most of your time in Waco. 
 
While you’re here, enjoy Waco’s growing arts and culture scene, sample a 
variety of restaurants serving everything from classic Texas barbecue to global 
cuisine, or catch a game featuring the Baylor Bears. You can also spend time 
shopping in charming local districts or simply relax and take in the laid-back 
atmosphere that makes Wace such a memorable destination. 
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Welcome to the 67th Annual NGAT Conference! We're thrilled to welcome you to an 
exciting weekend filled with informative updates, engaging activities, and a chance to  
connect with fellow members. We deeply appreciate your continued support of the National 
Guard Association of Texas. 

Don’t Miss These Special Events: 
 
     * Golf Tournament: Support the NGAT Educational Foundation by participating in the  
        annual tournament at Cottonwood Creek Golf Course. 
  
     * 5K Fun Run/Walk: Come enjoy a leisure run/walk alongside the Brazos River on 

Friday    morning. 
  
     * Wine Tasting: Delight your senses with savory wines paired with inspired bites at the Convention Center 
 
     * License to Carry Certification Class: Take advantage of this valuable learning opportunity. 
 
Get Ready to Mingle and Celebrate: 
 
     * Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: Join us on Friday at 1:00 PM as we welcome our esteemed Corporate  
        Partners and celebrate their contributions. 
 
     * Exhibitor Reception: Mingle with exhibitors and discover their offerings at the "No Host Reception" on Friday,      
        2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, featuring complimentary beer. 
 
     * NGAT Silent Auction: Bid on exciting items like getaways, entertainment tickets, and more! All  
        proceeds benefit the Texas National Guard Foundation. Bidding closes on Saturday at 2:45 pm.  
 
     * Welcome Party: Enjoy a lively evening filled with delicious food, beverage and dancing. Participate in the NGAT     
        Scavenger Hunt and meet our committee chairs during the event. 
 
Stay Informed and Engaged: 
 
     * NGAT Resolutions Update: Join the NGAT Resolutions Committee to learn the resolutions process in  
        conjunction with how NGAT Government Affairs supports our Texas Guardsmen and hear the resolutions that  
        will be presented and discussed at the annual meeting Saturday morning.   
     
     * Annual Meeting: Delegates, your presence is crucial at the Association Annual Meeting on Saturday morning.   
        Get to know what your Association is doing for you and vote on proposed bylaw amendments.  
 
     * General Session: Join us for informative presentations from our guest speakers, MG (Ret) Francis McGinn and   

BG Carrie Perez. We will also announce the NGAT Educational Foundation scholarship winners and receive  
updates rom the Texas Military Department. Enjoy coffee and breakfast snacks with our Corporate Partners before 
the session. 
 

     * Awards Banquet: Celebrate the achievements of fellow NGAT members and event winners at the banquet on   
        Saturday night. Come wearing a little bit of country or deck out wearing denim and diamonds to glam it up.  

Expect boots, sparkles, and a whole lot of fun! 
 

     * Prayer Breakfast: Conclude the conference on a reflective note with a prayer service led by (CH) MAJ Milton    
        Gutierrez of the 176th Engineer Brigade. 
 
Join us for the Conference After Action Review following the prayer breakfast! This session offers valuable  
insights into the conference and helps us make needed improvements for the future.  
 
Your continued support of our association is deeply appreciated. We look forward to sharing the positive progress 
we've made in improving our services for everyone. On behalf of the NGAT Board of Directors, we hope that you have 
an enjoyable and productive time as you take in all our conference has to offer.  

 
 
 
 
 

COL (Ret) Paul Cerniauskas 
NGAT President 
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“Before the conversa ons begin and the connec ons take shape, the music 
brings us together.”  
 
On Friday from 1300 to 1600 the 36th ID Heart of Texas Brass Quintet will  
entertain us on the exhibit hall floor.  Then on Friday night come to the NGAT 
Welcome Party  where the 36th ID Rhythm & Boots Band will bring a soulful 
beats and smooth grooves that create an instant connec on on the dance floor. 
To learn more about the 36th Infantry Division Band visit www.lonestarband.org.  

NGAT PRESENTS MUSIC BY THE 36TH ID BAND 

http://www.lonestarband.org
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68th Annual NGAT Conference 

February 25 - 28, 2027 

Corpus Christi, TX 

Join us next year for our  

68th Annual NGAT Conference in  

Corpus Christi, TX! Keep a look out for 

updates on our website at 

www.ngat.org/ngat-conference/ 

SSG (Ret) Kurtis Schneider 

Senior Business Development Account Manager 

 

kurtisschneider@rocketmortgage.com 

Phone: (810) 278-3716 
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The journey home starts with you. 
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